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enforcement agencies with financial support and personal involvement.

While I have written
comments for this issue of the
newsletter during my last
weeks as Sheriff-Coroner, you
will be reading this after my
last day in office, January 3rd.
As I reflect back on the
past 12 years in office, I can’t
help but think of the tireless
hours so many of you have
donated to the Advisory Council, either at the monthly board
meetings, the fund raisers, the
annual Family Day at the
Ranch or all of the above. I
remain impressed that there
have been so many folks who
are committed to helping the
department and local law-

With the availability of this
newsletter, many of you who may
not have the opportunity to attend
the monthly board meetings can
now better understand how your
membership is so important. Underwriting the cost of bringing in
out-of-the-area expert speakers to
provide training to deputies and
police officers has been outstanding. I can tell you that much
of the training would not occur if
not for the support of each of you.
In closing out my last column as Sheriff, let me say that
words cannot express the appreciation I have for the Council and
for each and every one of you as
individual members. I have had
the opportunity to become friends
with many of you, and that opportunity will last well into the future.

Francisco Curiel, Chairman

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

also warmly embrace Sheriff Ian
Parkinson. I hope that many of
you were able to attend the
swearing in ceremony of Sheriff
Ian Parkinson that was held on
January 3, 2011. I am certain he
will bring a high level of energy
to the position. I personally
have had the opportunity to
meet with Ian and he has proposed some very creative ideas
that I believe will allow SAC in
reaching new heights.
Once again, thanks for your
support of the Sheriff’s Advisory Council, wishing you the
best in 2011. □□□

Thank you to all who supported the Sheriff’s Advisory
Council in 2010!
It’s hard to believe that
2011 is already here, but it’s even
harder to believe that the first
decade of 2000 is over.
Best wishes to all and may
As we usher out Sheriff
each and everyone of you have a Hedges and wish him only the
best in his future endeavors, we
healthy 2011.□□□

Events Calendar
Board of Director’s
Meetings:
•February 8, 2011
•March 8, 2011
•April 12, 2011

Sheriff’s New “Reverse 911” Program
The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office dispatch facility has the capacity to inform the public directly
by sending a phone message automatically to each land line phone in the county to inform persons of evacuation
orders, missing persons, Amber Alerts, etc.
Those residents who have only a cell phone or would like to be notified by cell phone may also sign up on the
Sheriff’s website at www.slosheriff.org and go to the Reverse 911 icon at the bottom of the page. This will allow you
to be notified of an emergency in your neighborhood, even if you are not home.
For technical support you may e-mail reverse911@slosheriff.org or leave a phone message at (805) 788-6018.
The Advisory Council congratulates and welcomes our new Sheriff’ and Undersheriff,
Sheriff Ian Parkinson and Undersheriff Martin Basti.
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Sheriff Patrick Hedges Retires

San Luis Obispo County SheriffCoroner Patrick Hedges has been with the
Sheriff’s Department for the past 35 years and
has decided to retire. He was elected for 3
consecutive terms (12 yrs) to serve as the
Sheriff-Coroner of San Luis Obispo County.
He has lived in San Luis Obispo County
for more than 50 years, attending schools in
Morro Bay and earning an AA degree at
Cuesta College. Pat also has a four-year degree from Sacramento State University in

Administration of Justice.
The position of Sheriff-Coroner is an
elected position and has a term of 4 years.
The department currently employs 368
employees and is responsible for law enforcement for an area in excess of 3,200
square miles. The department is also mandated to maintain a county jail and accept
arrestees from all law enforcement agencies
in the county. The county jail currently
houses over 500 inmates.
Sheriff Hedges currently serves on the
Board of Governors for the County’s Narcotics Task Force and has previously
served on many Community Boards including; San Luis Obispo County Criminal Justice Administrators Association, Western
States Sheriff’s Association, North County
Women’s Shelter and the Sexual Assault
Recovery and Prevention Center (formerly
known as the Rape Crisis Center), San Luis
Obispo County Mental Health Board, San
Luis Obispo County United Way, Latino

Outreach Council, State and County Cattlemen’s Associations, International Footprinter Association, Anti-Gang Coordinating Commission, Graffiti Eradication Program, and Mental Health-County Jail Community Task Force.
Sheriff Hedges is a member of the Los
Angeles Joint Terrorism Task Force Executive Board and strongly supports the cooperative effort of everyone involved in dealing with terrorist issues. Pat is also the
founder of the tattoo removal program and
instrumental in establishing the DNA Laboratory.
The Advisory Board presented an
Award of Professional Excellence to him
for his years of service with the Sheriff’s
Department on July 13, 2010 at the Annual
Officers Installation dinner.
We appreciate and thank Sheriff Pat
Hedges for his many years of service in
keeping our community in a safe environment. □□□

Undersheriff Steve Bolts Retires

Steve Bolts first associated himself with
government service when he attended reserve
deputy training and became a reserve deputy
sheriff for this county in May 1974. He became a full-time deputy sheriff in December
of that year.
Over the next 36 years, young Deputy Bolts became still young Detective
Bolts, who became slightly older sergeant
Bolts and middle-aged Lieutenant Bolts
and who has evolved to modern-day Undersheriff Bolts.
Steve has been an outstanding em-

ployee over that period, always striving to
improve the way law enforcement services
are delivered. Whether it be as simple as
how phones are answered by dispatchers in
the communications center or as complex
as how do we look into the future and design an efficient administration building,
Steve is well known for his problemsolving skills.
As a detective, his tenacity and strategy-building paid off in solving a number
of high profile murders, burglaries and robberies. As a dive team member, supervisor
and leader, he managed to scrounge up and
acquire more vehicles, vessels and hightech equipment than this county has ever
before seen. And the list goes on.
In 2004, after months of research and
study, the department re-organized into a
more efficient organization, but a leader
with proven skills was needed to fill the
renewed position of Undersheriff. The position was abolished in 1976 and replaced by
a chief deputy, and later three chief deputies. As the department continued to grow, a
second-in-command was needed to keep the

department glued together, thus the re-birth
of the undersheriff position. Steve fit the
bill, and has since that time.
On August 18, 2009, he received a
resolution honoring him by THE BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS COUNTY OF SAN
LUIS OBISPO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
FOR HIS 35 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING
PUBLIC SERVICE TO THE RESIDENTS
OF OUR COUNTY.
In our October 1, 2010 newsletter
Sheriff Patrick Hedges stated that “in closing this month’s comments, I want to wish
Steve Bolts all the best in his retirement.
His last day with the department was September 17th, having been here for 36 years.
The impact of him not being here is already
being felt as he has significant institutional
knowledge that can’t be replaced, nor can it
be “downloaded and saved” for future reference.”
We also appreciate and thank Undersheriff Steve Bolts for his many years
of service and working with the Sheriff in
keeping our community in a safe environment.□□□

"Law enforcement officers are never 'off duty.' They are dedicated public servants who are sworn to protect public safety
at any time and place that the peace is threatened. They need all the help that they can get."
- Barbara Boxer
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Sheriff Patrick Hedges’ Retirement Celebration
After 35 Years of Service with the San Luis Obispo Sheriff's
Department, Sheriff Pat Hedges decided to retire. 175 people joined
him in his retirement celebration which was held on Saturday, January 08, 2011, at the Madonna Inn Event Center. The retirement celebration also included Undersheriff Steve Bolts who decided to retire
after 36 years with the Sheriff’s Department.
As you can see in the photos below, many of the attendees en-

joyed the Free-flowing Margarita Fountain and the special
Madonna Inn Cake, along with a delicious Mexican Dinner Buffet.
Thanks go to Jay Conner for taking all of the event photos and
thanks go to the Friends & Family who hosted the event. The special writing on top of the cake was “Happy Retirement Pat Hedges
and Steve Bolts.”
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Sheriff Patrick Hedges’ Retirement Celebration (Continued)
175 people joined Pat and Steve in their
retirement celebration which was held on
Saturday, January 08, 2011, at the Madonna
Inn Event Center. Dr. Gil Stork, President of
Cuesta College, was the Master of Ceremonies for the celebration. He did an excellent
job, our thanks to him.
Several recognitions and awards were
presented to Sheriff Pat Hedges and Undersheriff Steve Bolts for their outstanding
and invaluable service given to our community and its citizens. State Assemblyman
Katcho Achadjian and State Senator Sam
Blakeslee presented resolutions adopted by
the State of California to Pat Hedges and
Steve Bolts. Rob Bryn “self proclaimed
speaker for Congressman Kevin McCarthy”
presented Pat Hedges a Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition. Other recogni-

tions and awards presented to Pat Hedges
were given by: Brian Sullivan for the FBI,
Santa Barbara County Sheriff Bill Brown for
Santa Barbara County, Ian Parkinson and
Sheriff Brown for the California State Sheriff’s Association, Vicki Janssen for the Sheriff’s Department Posse, Franky Curiel and
Dan Cashier for the SLO Sheriff’s Advisory
Council, Carl Dudley for Mission Community Bank, Pat Mullen for PG& E, Colonel
Jack Jones for the Military Order of World
Wars, Lisa Solomon, Chief of Police, for the
City of Paso Robles, and Retro Bill for the
D.A.R.E. Program.
Several gifts were presented to Pat
Hedges and Steve Bolts. A rake (a fun gift)
was given to Pat by Vicki Janssen from the
Sheriff’s Department Posse, a ball point pen
(another fun gift) was presented to Pat by

Carl Dudley for Mission Community Bank,
Belt Buckles from the SLO Sheriff’s Department were given to Pat & Steve, a handmade, engraved BBQ Set was given to
Steve by the SLO Sheriff’s Advisory Council, and Coasters were given to Pat by SBC
Sheriff Brown. The SLO Sheriff’s Advisory Council gave Pat and his wife, Sandy,
a Gift Certificate for a one night Deluxe
Suite at the Avila Village Inn and dinner for
two at the Woodstone Deli.
Special thanks go to Kathleen Martinelli, Sandy Hedges, Dick Fuller, Rob Bryn,
and Steve Bolts (who didn't know he was
going to be acknowledged) for doing an
excellent job in planning and organizing the
celebration event. Also, thanks to Sr. Deputy Todd Steeb for creating the slide show.
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Sheriff Patrick Hedges’ Retirement Celebration (Continued)
Retro Bill, D.A.R.E. Program, was one
of our speakers who gave an inspirational
talk and praised Sheriff Hedges for his support for the D.A.R.E. Program. He presented
Pat with a can of hair spray he uses to shape
his full head of hair, another fun gift (see
photos below).
He mentioned that Pat deserved a

standing ovation for his 35 years of service
dedicated to serving our community. All
expressed their appreciation by giving Pat a
standing ovation.
Undersheriff Steve Bolts was awarded
a Rock Monument plaque by Dick Fuller &
John Fox as a remembrance of one of their
water skiing events (another fun gift).

A toast was given by Rob Bryn to
thank Pat Hedges and Steve Bolts for their
years of service. Pat and Steve thanked
everyone for attending and they expressed
their appreciation for joining them in celebrating their retirement.□□□

The Advisory Council gives their Best Wishes to Sheriff
Pat Hedges and Undersheriff Steve Bolts for a world of
adventure and happy trails in their retirement years.
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Welcome to Our New Sheriff of San Luis Obispo County,
Sheriff Ian Parkinson

San Luis Obispo County
Sheriff, Ian Parkinson, was
sworn into office on January 3,
2011. He has served as a law
enforcement officer in this
county for over 26 years. Parkinson joined the Morro Bay Police
Department in 1984 and transferred to the San Luis Obispo
Police Department in 1988,
where he rose to the rank of Captain, second in command of the
department.
In recognition of his out-

standing service, he was twice
awarded the department's
“ D is t in g u is h e d S e r vi c e
Award.” In 2004, Parkinson
was also awarded the City of
San Luis Obispo Employee of
the Year.
The Sheriff has been an
associate faculty member at
Allan Hancock College since
2001, where he taught traffic
accident investigation. Currently the Sheriff teaches leadership development for active
duty police officers.
During his career in law
enforcement, Sheriff Parkinson
was assigned virtually every
assignment available to a police officer, including: major
crime investigator, training
officer, traffic officer, lead
defensive tactics instructor,
narcotics in vestigator
(Situational Oriented Response
Team), field supervisor, and

administrative sergeant. Parkinson assisted in directing the
development of the first San
Luis Obispo County Regional
SWAT Team. A longtime
SWAT team leader, Sheriff
Parkinson inherited the project
from a predecessor and helped
develop further team management and focus. With the support of all of the chiefs of the
participating agencies, Parkinson was able to form a Regional SWAT team that consists of members from San
Luis Obispo, Paso Robles,
Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach,
Pismo Beach, Cal Poly and
Morro Bay Police Departments.
Ian has been married to
his wife Amy for over 20
years. They have two children,
Alec and Cole. His parents are
residents of San Luis Obispo
County, as are other members
of his family. Sheriff Parkin-

son is active in martial arts, enjoys
skiing and water sports, and has
coached youth baseball and football. Parkinson also has served as
the Chief of Security for the California Mid-State Fair for the past 18
years.
Sheriff Patrick Hedges stated
that “I’m looking forward to working with the new Sheriff Elect and
assisting him in transitioning over
the next few months. It is my job
along with staff to make sure that
Ian is able to do the best job he can
and fortunately for him he does
have a good staff that is going to
make him look good.” □□□

Sheriff-elect Names New Undersheriff for SLO County
Congratulations to Chief
Deputy Martin J. Basti for his
appointment to Undersheriff of
San Luis Obispo county.
He is a 32-year veteran of
the San Luis Obispo County
Sheriff's Department and has
become the agency's newest
undersheriff.
Chief Deputy Martin J.
Basti, 57, was named undersheriff by Sheriff-elect Ian Parkinson.
"Chief Basti has a long
record of public service and

Martin J. Basti was sworn into
office on Monday, January 3, 2011, and
assumed his new role at such time.

community service," Parkinson said. "I could not think of
a better person to assist me in
leading the department as we
transition."
Basti will serve in the
undersheriff position for a
year, while maintaining command of the department's custody/court services division.
His current chief deputy position will remain vacant as a
cost-savings measure.
He replaces former undersheriff Steve Bolts, who

retired from the department and
position earlier this year.
During his tenure with the
department, Basti has served as a
dispatcher, reserve deputy, deputy
sheriff, detective, narcotics investigator, sergeant, commander, and
most recently, chief deputy.
Basti was also commander of
the Sheriff's South Station in
Oceano. He lives in Templeton
with his wife, Diane, of 29 years.
The couple have two grown children.□□□

The Advisory Council looks forward to
working with our New Sheriff, Ian Parkinson and Undersheriff Martin Basti to fulfill
the mission of the Advisory Council.
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Ian Parkinson - Beginning Term as the New San Luis Obispo Sheriff
During this time, I’ve always felt
that the possibilities for the Sheriff’s office are limitless. I believe
that today more than ever. I am
eager to get to work, and I will be
very proud to wear the Sheriff’s
star, the tan and green, and to
serve as your leader.

This marks the beginning of
my term as the new San Luis
Obispo Sheriff. I felt that I should
begin my term by sharing with
the Sheriff’s Advisory Council
my opening letter to the Sheriff’s
Office employees. I look forward
to my future work at the Sheriff’s
Office and working with the
members of the council.
“Unite and Restore the
Pride”
I wanted to take some time
before I officially take office to
offer all employees some insight
into my leadership philosophy
and my expectations.
First, let me begin by telling you how excited I am about
becoming your next Sheriff.
Over the past 26 years, I’ve been
very fortunate to have worked
side-by-side with many of you.

One of my most urgent goals
is to promote my vision of effective leadership. As law enforcement officers, we are all responsible to be problem solvers and a big
part of that starts with recognizing
that we all have different strengths
and weaknesses. It is our job to
discover the strengths that each
person brings to the job and to
assist each person in improving
upon their weaknesses. I firmly
believe that no individual is more
important than the Sheriff’s Office
as a whole. Just like a sports team,
every position is as important as
the next and to be successful we
must value each other and work
together toward our common goal
by capitalizing on each person's
unique strengths. This means that,
regardless of your specific role
within the Department, you are of
equal value in my eyes to the
team, and you deserve to be
treated that way by every other

Donations Received

We thank the following donors for
their generous donations:
$500 - Richard & Samantha Maybury—
For Council’s General Fund
$500 - SLO Bicycle Club—For the Annual Bicycle Helmet Program
$250 - Alan Priestley—For Sheriff’s
Auxiliary Unit
$100 - Todd Fisher For Council’s
General Fund

employee.
Over the next few months,
I will spend a considerable
amount of time getting to know
each unit of the Department. I
will solicit your ideas and involve employees whenever possible. I will carefully consider
this information to make many
important decisions for the betterment of the Sheriff’s Office;
in other words, decisions that
will benefit the entire agency.
Some people will adapt to these
changes easily but, predictably,
others will have a more difficult
time adjusting. If we communicate with each other candidly
and respectfully, the process
will be smoother for everyone.
I’ve always believed that
promotion is simply a means to
effectuate change in an organization. I do not believe that
promotion is for everybody, nor
do I believe that promotion is
always a measure of success.
Some of our best leaders are not
in supervisory positions. I do
not believe that the key to promotion is to try and please me.
Instead, the way to promote is to
gain the credibility and respect
of the people you work with by

being honest and fair, and
working for the betterment of
the team, not just yourself.
So, when I consider promoting anyone, the first question
I'll ask will be: Does the employee have the credibility
and respect of the other people in the agency?
My law enforcement
philosophy is simple and
straightforward. I believe that
we should be tough on crime
and protect the people we
serve.
Every employee
should treat the people we
deal with in the same way
we'd like to see our own family members treated. As long
as we keep this in mind, The
Sheriff's Office will gain and
maintain the respect of our
community.
If you remember one
thing from this brief introduction, remember this: with our
commitment to the Sheriff’s
Office and to the community
we serve, we will be the law
enforcement leader in this
county and a Sheriff’s Office
we can all be proud of. Thank
you for your attention.

Thank You Letter from Surviving Parents Coalition
Family Day at the Ranch Display
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Detective Steven G. Crawford Retires
Senior Deputy Steven G. Crawford
began his career with the Sheriff’s Department when he was hired as a Deputy Sheriff
in 1984. Prior to his being hired by this
agency, he worked for both the San Gabriel
and Monrovia Police Departments where he
was promoted to the rank of sergeant.
Senior Deputy Crawford was assigned
to Detective Division in 1987 where he
worked Sexual Assault, Major Crimes and
Coroner Investigations. In 1988, he was
promoted to Senior Deputy. Detective Crawford was the most senior investigator in the
Detective Division. He served as a law en-

forcement officer for 39 years.
Steve Crawford is a voracious reader of
investigative books and as a result he is aware
of new and improved techniques for handling
investigations. He was always willing to assist other investigators by providing input and
guidance and he was frequently sought out by
other investigators for that purpose. His willingness to utilize new techniques combined
with his training and experience made him a
valuable resource to the Detective Division
and the Sheriff’s Department as a whole.
Detective Crawford “spearheaded” the
“Forensic Fire Death Investigation Course”

Thank you Letter from Community Emergency Response Team

June 23-26, 2008 in partnership with the
San Luis Obispo Fire Investigation Strike
Team (SLOFIST). The training course
was repeated in 2009 and 2010 and was
well attended which attendees coming
from out of state and some from as far
away as Canada and England. The class
has repeatedly been praised by attendees
and Det. Crawford has done an excellent
job in facilitating the training.
Detective Crawford retired at the end
of December, 2010 and he will be sorely
missed.□□□

Law Enforcement Quotes
"My heroes are those who risk their
lives every day to protect our world
and make it a better place - police,
firefighters and members of our
armed forces."
- Sidney Sheldon

"Every society gets the kind of
criminal it deserves. What is equally
true is that every community gets the
kind of law enforcement it insists on."
- Robert Kennedy

"Since September 11, 2001, many in
this nation and this Congress have a
deeper appreciation for the
importance of the sacrifices made by
our law enforcement officers."
- Jerry Costello

"The backbone of our nation's
domestic defense against terrorist
attacks will continue to be the men
and women in local law enforcement
and emergency services."
- Saxby Chambliss

Sheriff Patrick Hedges’ Retirement Celebration (Continued)
The BBQ set given to Steve Bolts had the following wording engraved on a knife:
"Presented to UNDERSHERIFF STEVE BOLTS In Appreciation for his 35 years of Dedicated Service to the SLO Co.
Sheriff's Department by the San Luis Obispo Sheriff's Advisory Council September 2010"
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Search and Rescue Mountain Bike Team
Article written by Lisa Marie Donnahoo, R184
Aaaaaahhhhhh, memories of my shiny blue Schwinn one-speed
bicycle that could take me anywhere (for those of you who don’t
know what a Schwinn one-speed is – you’re just too young!!!). I
grew up in Ojai, CA, and my Schwinn one-speed bike took me to
school each morning and home afterwards; on the weekends it was
my transportation to my friends’ house, to the pool, or just for a ride
around town. There was nothing better than getting on my dependable one-speed bike and peddling like crazy to get to wherever I was
off to. In Ojai, there were hills that seemed to take forever to climb
on my bike and the adrenaline rush of flying down those same hills
was compared to nothing! The mountain trails I rode would take me,
and my friends, on adventures, to a stream, on a picnic, just somewhere, anywhere! My blue Schwinn one-speed bicycle was my best
(materialistic) friend, aside from my teddy bear, but, somehow, my
teddy bear just doesn’t work into this article.

(SLOSAR) Mountain Bike Team (MBT). Our MBT consists of 9
members (give or take) headed by team leader Lance Wierschem.
Lance took over as team leader in the Spring of 2010. He has been
riding a mountain bike since elementary school (poor guy never had
a Schwinn…) His knowledge for mountain bikes and training in
SAR guides our MBT professionally and safely onto the trails
equipped and ready to tackle the elements and quickly assist in
SAR’s quest for finding our missing person.

However, bicycles do work into this article. Long gone are
the one-speeds, aside from casual cruising along the beachfront,
thankfully for our San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Search and Rescue

Many call-outs SLOSAR responds to are missing hikers/
backpackers/hunters, etc. The MBT is able to cover most areas
much quicker than our ground-pounders and into areas our quads
may not be able to reach, which may be crucial in saving someone’s
life or getting critical emergency care to an injured individual. The
bikes are as quiet as they are swift and the riders are able to listen
should our missing person be yelling for help. As with each team
member of SLOSAR, the MBT members are trained to look for
“sign” (a tracking skill each member must train and have knowledge of before going out into the field) and will radio such informa-

tion back to base camp allowing the appropriate people to search an
area that may have taken several hours to get to.

lems, navigation (map/compass/GPS), and one informal training ride
per month.

SAFETY is the key factor! Prior to every search and/or
training every bike is inspected by the team members and is not
allowed on the trail if not up to the standards held by SAR. Along
with the 24-hour pack SAR is required to have at each search, the
MBT must carry additional gear for their bikes, should something
(such as a flat tire) occur on the trail.

Each MBT member provides their own personal mountain
bike and the equipment they carry at their own costs. They maintain
their bikes and get them regularly serviced, sometimes costing them
up to $100 each year (out of their own pocket) to ensure they are
ready and able to search, as I mentioned before in my previous article, at the sound of a beeper. As with each member of SLOSAR, the
MBT maintains their bikes and rigorously trains at their own cost
and on their own time to help others in need, all for free to the
public! □□□

The MBT has trainings each month to prepare them to participate in this specialty section of SLOSAR. Those trainings may
include: One training per month which includes lectures/briefings,
riding (all levels), search techniques, communication, medical prob-

(Photo was taken at the Monterey Mutual Aid in 2009)
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2010 Sheriff’s Department Christmas Bike Program
The San Luis Obispo County
Sheriff’s Department is pleased to announce the success of its 2010 Christmas Bike Program. During the month
of December, over 300 bikes were
given to needy, underprivileged children and young adults. In addition,
bikes were refurbished and given to
needy people in the community, such as
to Drug Court, Probation, DSS, etc.
This program was set up 20 years
ago to promote the holiday spirit by
giving away refurbished bicycles and
new helmets to underprivileged children in the San Luis Obispo County.
Due to the generosity of the people of
this County, the program has continued
to be a big success.
Throughout the year, the Sheriff’s
Department Honor Farm is the assembly point for bicycles that are donated
and in need of repair. Inmates who are
housed at the Honor Farm make the
repairs. The program instills in the

inmates a positive work ethic, self-respect
and a sense of worth to the community.
Local businesses have been very
helpful by selling us bicycle replacement
parts at cost or donating returned bicycles
that need only a small amount of repair.
Individuals and businesses who wish
to donate bicycles can bring the bike to any
of the following Sheriff’s Department Substations:
Coast Station
2099 10th Street
Los Osos, CA 93402
805-528-6083
North Station
356 N. Main
Templeton, CA 93465
805-434-4290

1681 Front Street
Oceano, CA 93445
805-473-7100
The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s
Department’s Bicycle Program is in need of
monetary funds for its Year 2011 Christmas
Program for bike parts and especially for
helmets.
If you would like to make a monetary
contribution for the purchase of parts or
helmets, please send a check to:
Sheriff’s Advisory Council
Attn: Bicycle Fund
P.O. Box 3752
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
Any additional questions may be directed to
Sergeant Michelle Voisenat at 781-4637.
□□□

South Station

Thanks go to the children of St. Patrick's School in Arroyo Grande. They worked
together this year for Christmas and got 43 bikes to donate to the San Luis Obispo
County Sheriff’s Department 2010 Bicycle Program.
St. Patrick’s School’s third-grade teacher Angie Mello, right, receives a certificate of
appreciation from Correctional Sgt. Michelle Voisenat as her students watch. The certificate was presented Dec. 1, 2010 in recognition of the class’s donation of 43 bikes to the
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Department Bicycle Program, which provides needy
children with bikes and helmets at Christmas time.
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Welcome New Members
Ian Parkinson
Sheriff-Coroner

SLO Sheriff’s
Advisory Council
Officers

New Members

Sponsors

Dale Murray
Richard Maybury
Samantha Maybury
Howard Weinberg

Francisco Curiel

Tristan Negranti

Josh Riley

Chairman of the Board

Charles Tenborg

Jim Hunt

Jeffrey Stulberg

James Brabeck

James Brabeck
Chairman - Elect
Council Past Chairman
Farm Supply company

Howard Weinberg
Vice Chairman

Kathleen Martinelli

EMERITUS BOARD
MEMBERS
DAWN FOSTER
Founding Secretary

Judge Christopher Money

2010/2011
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International Footprint Assoc. Chapter #73
Annual Cops ‘N’ Kids Field Day

Secretary

KATCHO ACHADJIAN
Council Past Chairman
Katcho-Go Petroleum
BRUCE BREAULT
Council Past Chairman
F. McLintocks
CHARLES CABASSI
E.C. Loomis & Sons
ROBERT F. FULLER
Council Past Chairman
CARROL PRUETT
President (Ret.)
Mid-State Bank
LADD RUCKER
CA Film Comm. (Ret.)

John Mihal
Treasurer

Michael Morris

LARRY SHUPNICK
Cap Star Hotels

Legal Council

Daniel Cashier

ESTEBAN VALENZUELA
Attorney

Executive Director
Council Past Chairman
BPM Consulting

GEORGE R. WARD,, M.D.
Council Past Chairman

Board of Directors
Toney Breault
F. McLintocks

Jay Conner
Council Past Chairman
Century 21 Hometown Realty

Sylvia Dodd
Vice President
Commercial Banking

Bryan DuVall
Founding Chairman

Hal Griffin
Retired
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Several Advisory Council board members
attended the Arroyo Grande Footprints’ Annual
Cops N’ Kids Field Day. They were Bryan DuVall,
Jim Hunt, Kathleen Martinelli, Jay Conner, Sylvia
Dodd and Dan Cashier .
They came back with ideas for next years
Family Day to make our event more fun for the children by doing face & hair painting and some kind
of give away for the kids (stickers, beads, coloring
books from Crime Prevention, etc.) when they visit
the SAC booth. Footprinters gave all attendees free
hot dogs which were donated by Grover Beach Vons

Market. Dan Cashier was a volunteer who worked
in the Hot Dog Booth and gave away hundreds of
free hot dogs.
Bryan spoke with the manager at the Marigold Vons and he is willing to donate the hot dogs
we need for our Family Day at the Ranch. Another
suggestion included having a bounce house or a
Dunk the Sheriff booth.
Also, several SLO Sheriff’s Department
Deputies attended the event with its trailer and
display. □□□
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San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department
27th Citizen Academy Graduates

On Wednesday, November 10, 2010 the Sheriff’s Department celebrated the graduation of the Department’s 27th Sheriff’s Citizen Academy. As part of the ceremony, Sheriff Pat Hedges conducted a question and answer time with the students, prior to distributing certificates.
The Sheriff’s Advisory Council Chairman, Franky Curiel, also addressed the graduates and their guests. This class is the last one with Sheriff Pat Hedges in office. In addition to the ceremony, graduates and their guests also visited Auxiliary Unit displays from the department’s
Search and Rescue, Graffiti Truck, and the Sheriff’s Advisory Council. The Citizen’s Academy is a program which provides an opportunity
for citizens who live or work in San Luis Obispo County, to have an inside look at the many facets of the Sheriff’s Department. The Academy spans over a ten week period, meeting once per week on a weekday evening. The class has the opportunity to tour the County Jail,
Crime Lab, and to observe the 911/Dispatch Center. The Sheriff’s Citizen Academy is held annually in the Fall. For more information call:
805-781-4483 □□□

HISTORICAL ARTICLE
MURDER IN SAN LUIS OBISPO
Provided by Jack Jones
According to the San Luis Obispo Tribune published in
August 1871, a murder most brutal was committed just north of
town on the road to Santa Margarita Rancho. The body was
discovered by two gentlemen known only as Mr. Carroll and
Mr. Tanner who were traveling north to Santa Margarita. The
corpse was found lying in the road on his back about two hundred yards from the bridge at Bonilla Rancho.
Later identification of the body proved to be Francisco
Guerra who was assumed to be on his way home from town
when he met his end. Francisco died within a quarter of a mile
of his own house from a bullet wound in the back which passed
through his body and exited his chest. His Sharps rifle and
Colt pistol were missing, and his horse was found a day later

near San Luis Obispo. Subsequently, his saddle with blood on it
was found on a fence of Walter Murray about a half-mile below
where the horse was found.
A Coroner's Jury, impaneled by Justice of the Peace, J.
Bimmler, investigated the matter and a verdict of "Murder by
Person or Persons unknown," was rendered with little deliberation.
As the investigation unfolded, two suspects were indicted for
murder by the Grand Jury. Ysidro Balderama and Pablo Mesquilia
were arrested with a Sharps rifle and Colt Pistol in their possession. They later confessed and were sentenced to prison at San
Quentin.
Jack □□□

Sponsors Needed
The SLO Sheriff’s Advisory Council is seeking corporate/business sponsors to financially support its activities and to
provide funding and additional support to the San Luis Obispo
County Sheriff’s Department and other law enforcement agencies
in San Luis Obispo County, including scholarships for college
students going into the Law Enforcement field who are children of

the Sheriff’s Department personnel and for families of officers killed
or disabled in the line of duty.
Sponsor fees will include placing a business advertisement in
our quarterly newsletter and recognized as a sponsor in event programs and on the Sheriff’s website:
http://www.slosheriff.org □□□
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In Memory of George R. Ward Jr., M.D.
Council Past Chairman

George R. Ward Jr. M.D. joined the
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory
Council in 1998. He served as the Advisory
Council’s Chairman for two years,
2003/2005. At 76 years old, he passed away
on Sunday, Oct. 24, 2010, in the company of
his wife and son-in-law at his home in San
Luis Obispo. He was born to Dorothy and
George R. Ward Sr., in Plainfield, N.J., in
April 1934. After having served as an NCO
in the U.S. Army Infantry, he earned his B.A.
in Zoology from Swarthmore College, B.S.
in Medicine and M.S. in Physiology and
Pharmacology from the University of North
Dakota at Grand Forks, and his M.D. from
Northwestern University Medical School.

George held concurrent medical specialty
board certifications in Surgery, Thoracic
Surgery and Internal Medicine.
In 1972, he began to practice General,
Thoracic, and Vascular surgery in San Luis
Obispo. Later, he expanded his practice to
include Internal Medicine.
Outside of his medical practice,
George was active with a number of professional organizations as well as community
involvements, including a long association
with the Boy Scouts of America, past president of the SLO County Sheriff's Advisory
Council, member of the SLO County Sheriff's Posse, past member of the Board of
Directors of Kiwanis de Tolosa Chapter,
past member of the board of the SLO
County Medical Association, and past committee chairman at Bishop Peak 4-H. In
addition, George was active with Caballeros
de San Luis Obispo, Order of Minor Historians (C.L. Sonnichsen Chapter), SLO
County Historical Society, Elks Lodge No.
322, the Morro Bay Board of Exchange, and
de la Guerra y Pacheco Chapter 1.5, E.
Clampus Vitus.
George was devoted to the well-being
of his patients and friends and never hesitated to give his time and effort to ensure

the best possible care. He appreciated and
admired the unique talents of all people, and
proved to be a good friend to many - and he
could be counted on to tell a joke to fit any
occasion.
George is survived by his wife of 38
years, E. Jane Ward; their children Cara,
Christopher, Mary, David, and Mark;
daughter-in-law, Leslie Ward; son-in-law,
David Zwarg; and 11 grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his parents, and eldest
son, Christopher.
A celebration of life was held at 2
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6, 2010, at the San Luis
Obispo American Legion Hall. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be sent to the Boy
Scouts of America.
He was a great, wonderful person and
will be missed by many. The Sheriff’s Advisory Council members wish to express
their heartfelt sympathy to his wife, E. Jane
Ward, and his family members for their sad
loss.
In appreciation for his years of service
as a board member, the Advisory Board has
awarded him emeritus status with the honorary title of Emeritus Board Member. □□□

Sheriff’s Advisory Council’s Funding Report -Year 2010
During the Year of 2010, the Sheriff’s Advisory Council made donations for requests for funds received from the Sheriff’s Department,
other law enforcement agencies and law enforcement support organizations to:

SLO Sheriff’s Department:
Search & Rescue Annual Awards Dinner…………...$1,500
Law Enforcement Training Program………………..$2,100
Service Pins for Sheriff's Employees………….….......$2,512
Training Unit……………………………………….…..$ 131
Posse……………………………………………….…...$1,016
Other Major Expenses:
Sheriff’s Candidate Forum……………..………….…..$3,590
Radio Advertising………………………………………$1,790
Family Day at the Ranch……………………………….$5,836

Newsletter Publisher
Dan Cashier
(805) 773-5822
dcashier@charter.net
Event Photographer
Jay Conner

Other Law Enforcement Agencies:
Arroyo Grande Police Department
Canine Fundraiser……………………………….….$5,000
SLO Police Department - Training………………...$2,000
SLO Fire Investigation Strike Team…………….....$3,975
Law Enforcement Support Organizations:
Horse Emergency Evacuation Team (HEET)…….$2,087

Members are Welcome to Attend Board Meetings
The monthly Sheriff’s Advisory Council’s board meetings are held at the Sheriff’s Department Honor Farm on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m., except for the
months of July & December. For information, please call Kathleen Martinelli at (805)
781-4540
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SHERIFF’S ADVISORY COUNCIL’S PURPOSE
The Sheriff’s Advisory Council is a non-profit, Section 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation formed to provide
funding and additional support to the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department and of other law
enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County

WANTED
Alive

NEW MEMBERS WHO ARE PRO
LAW ENFORCEMENT
ASK A FRIEND TO JOIN

REWARD
SAFER COUNTY

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
THE SHERIFF’S ADVISORY COUNCIL NEEDS YOUR HELP
The Council’s most immediate goal is to expand our membership to provide the needed funds to support law
enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. The Sheriff’s Advisory Council urges you to ask your
friends, family members and business associates to join the Council by making an investment in the future of
law enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. The annual membership fee is $100.00 and $25.00 for
junior membership to age 21. Applications and contributions should be sent to:
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Council
P.O. Box 3752
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
For applications and information, please call
Kathleen Martinelli (805) 781-4540

