
 

 

Sheriff Ian Parkinson’s Message 
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May  8…………SAC Board Meeting  
May 12……..….3rd Annual Christopher Meadows     
                           Memorial Wine Tasting and Silent Auction 
May 20………...Annual Fundraiser 
June 12……...…SAC Board Meeting 
July 10…………Installation of Officers Dinner 
Aug. 14………...SAC Board Meeting 
September 15…..Sheriff’s Family Day at The Ranch 
 

NEWSLETTER   

Undersheriff Martin Basti has been 
with the Sheriff’s Office for 32 years.  
He has been my Undersheriff for the 
past 15 months and has done a fantastic 
job. He is a true friend and he will be 

missed.   

Senior Correctional Deputy 

Richard Fuller has been with the Sher-
iff’s Office for 33 years. The past 16 
years he has been assigned to the train-
ing unit and responsible for making 
sure that all Correctional Deputies have 
met the stringent yearly state require-
ments. He leaves with a wealth of infor-

mation and will be hard to replace. 

Addition the Sheriff's Manage-

ment Team:  On the bright side, the 
Sheriff’s Office has been fortunate 
enough to recruit Former Morro Bay Po-
lice Chief Tim Olivas to replace Marty as 
the Undersheriff. Tim began his career at 
Morro Bay Police Department and then 
left to work for California Department of 
Fish and Game. He promoted to the rank 
of Captain with Fish and Game before he 
decided to return to Morro Bay PD as a 
Commander. After several years as a 
Commander he was promoted to Chief of 
Police.  I am excited to find such an ex-
cellent addition to our management team 
and look forward to all that Tim will con-

tribute. □ □ □ 

      Tough Couple of Months: This has been 
a tough couple of months for the men and 
woman of the Sheriff’s Office. We lost two 
current employees and one retired employee. 
Rob Bryn and Tony Domenghini were both 
current employees and were amazing human 
beings.  Captain Bob Sherwood had retired 
in the 90’s but had dedicated 27 years of his 
life with the Sheriff’s Office. We will miss the 

three of them, but we will never forget them. 

Busy Month for the Sheriff’s Office: 

This has been a very busy month for the 
Sheriff’s Office. We have been moving 
ahead with several large projects and we are 
also preparing for the departure of a couple 

of long tenured valuable employees. 

Coroners/Morgue facility: As most of 
you are aware I actually have dual titles; 
Sheriff-Coroner. Even though being the 
Coroner is not talked about much, the duties 
and responsibilities are extremely important. 
After months of work, this week we re-
ceived approval to move forward with the 
long anticipated Coroners/Morgue facility.  
This building will be located in San Luis 
Obispo near the airport and marks the first 
time in the history of the Sheriff’s Office 
that we have had our own facility. The best 
part about this project is that it will not cost 
the tax payers anymore money but will pro-
vide more efficient and professional service. 

This project would not be possible with-
out the support of the Sheriff’s Advisory 

Council. 

Property/Evidence Room: The sec-
ond project in the works is the new Prop-
erty/Evidence Room. This project will 
replace our current room and will also 
make us more efficient. This project will 
be funded by Public Facility Fees and 
Asset Forfeiture. This project should go to 
the Board of Supervisors in the next few 

weeks. 

Employee Retirements: During the 
month of April we will retire two long 
tenured and valued employees.            

   Events Calendar - Year 2012 Sheriff’s Office Mission  

The Mission of the San Luis Obispo County 

Sheriff's Office is to protect all life and   prop-

erty and to provide service, security, and safety to 

the community, as directed by law and moral 

responsibility. 

San Luis Obispo County  

Sheriff’s Advisory Council 
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Chairman's Message to Advisory Council Members 

Sheriff’s Advisory Council’s Funding Report -Year  2012 

SLO Sheriff’s Office: 

Search & Rescue………………………………...……..$2,500 

Crime Lab……………………………………………..….$447 

Sheriff’s Posse…………………………………….........$1,335 

Bicycle Program…….……………………………….....$1,691       

Law Enforcement Support Organizations: 

California  Law Enforcement Historical Society .…….$5,000 

GREAT Program………………………………………….$100  

So far during the Year of 2012, the Sheriff’s Advisory Council made contributions for requests for funds received from the                  

Sheriff’s Office, other law enforcement agencies and law enforcement support organizations to: 

ous committees, which is 

greatly appreciated. I want to 

thank Tom Patton, Dr. James 

Hunt, Dan Cashier and Kath-

leen Martinelli for doing an 

outstanding job in positioning 

our council for future growth 

through greater member par-

ticipation.  

Membership Growth: 

Also, our membership contin-

ues to grow and this is in no 

small way a result of Sheriff 

Parkinson's leadership, trans-

parency and community in-

volvement.  

Annual Fundraiser: We 

have completed planning, un-

der the leadership of Commit-

tee co-chairs, Jerry Lenthall 

and Dr. James Hunt, for our 

annual fundraiser to be held on 

May 20th at F. McLintocks 

Restaurant in Shell Beach. 

You will be receiving your 

invitation and tickets in the 

mail shortly and we encourage 

you to bring guests.  

Special Projects Com-

mittee: Our Special Projects 

Committee, chaired by Frank 

Curiel, is busy planning a bi-

cycle auction which tentatively 

will be held in mid-May, 

which is National Bicycle 

Month, at the Sheriffs Honor 

Farm. He is also exploring a 

Sheriffs Day in the north 

county and we will have more 

information on that in the 

months ahead.  
Discussion at the Board 

Level About Changing Our 
Name: I also want to inform 
you that we have had consider-
able discussion at the Board 
level about changing our name 
to the Sheriffs Advisory Foun-
dation which more clearly 
defines our dual roll of being 
an advisory board for the Sher-
iff, but also a money raising 
entity to fund needed projects 
of the Sheriff’s Office which 
may become larger in the fu-
ture, such as the new coroner's 
office. I hope you concur with 
our discussion to move for-

ward with this.  
Lost Two Long Time 

Friends: Also, on a sadder 
note, we lost two long time 
friends and strong advocates in 
the passing of Joy Jones, wife 
of Dr. Jack Jones, and also 
Rob Bryn, the Public Infor-
mation Officer for the Sheriffs 
Office, who helped direct our 
publicity. Please keep their 
families in your thoughts and 
prayers,  

In closing, I thank you 
for the privilege of chairing 
your council and remind you 
again that it is your Council, 
so please feel free to contact 
me at any time with your com-
ments, questions, criticisms or 
concerns you may have. You 
can reach me at work at 543-
3751 or on my cell at 441-
6321.  

Fine Tuning Our Coun-

cil and Planning for Future 

Events:    Since our last news-

letter, we have been busy fine 

tuning our Council and plan-

ning for future events. Our 

membership committee struc-

ture has been completed and 

disseminated to our member-

ship and many of you have 

stepped up to volunteer for vari-

Annual Fundraiser Sponsors and Donations Needed 

Our annual fundraiser will be held on May 20, 2012 at McLintocks in Shell 

Beach. To make our annual fundraiser successful, we need sponsors and dona-

tions of merchandise for our live and silent auctions.  If you wish to be a sponsor 

or make a donation please contact Jim Hunt at (805) 481-7437  or   E-mail: 

jhunt73@hotmail.com 

James W. Brabeck 
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Sheriff Ian Parkinson Hires Tim Olivas, Chief of Police                  

City of Morro Bay as the New Undersheriff 
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The Sheriff’s Advisory Council Congratulations Tim 

Olivas for Becoming the New Undersheriff for the 

County of San Luis Obispo 
 

Undersheriff Olivas began his career in law enforce-

ment after graduating from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo with 

a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Biology.  Undersheriff Olivas was 
hired by Morro Bay Police Depart-
ment in 1987, while attending Allan 
Hancock Basic Police Academy as 
a self sponsored cadet.  In 1990, 

Undersheriff Olivas left Morro Bay 

to pursue his dream of becoming a 

Game Warden with California 

Department of Fish & Game.  At 
that time Fish & Game had started 
their own 6 month P.O.S.T Basic 
Police Academy which he was re-
quired to attend.  Some of his as-
signments with Fish and Game in-
cluded being assigned to a 47 foot 
patrol vessel out of San Diego, a member of the Departments 
SCUBA dive team and undercover assignments with the Special 
Operations Unit.  After 14 years with Department of Fish & 

Game, working throughout the State, he had obtained the rank 
of Captain.   As Captain in Monterey County he was responsi-
ble for supervising three separate squads covering California’s 

coast from the Oregon Border to San Luis Obispo County.   

In 2004, Olivas had the opportunity to return to Morro 

Bay Police Department as the Commander.  He accepted the 
position and brought his family back to the Central Coast.  In 
2008, Olivas attended and graduated from the P.O.S.T. Com-
mand College as a member of Class 42.  Undersheriff Olivas is 
a past Chairman of the SLO County 2nd in Command’s work-
ing group and has been actively involved with several service 
organizations within the County including Estero Bay Youth 
Coalition, Rotary Club International and Crime Stoppers.  
Olivas was promoted to Chief of Morro Bay Police Department 
in 2009.  During his two years as Chief, he was able to develop 
and manage opportunities that boosted services and improved 

morale during a challenging economic time.  The first K9 

patrol dog program was developed entirely through dona-

tions and community outreach.  A Senior Officer program 
was implemented to enhance opportunities for more special 
assignments. A School Resource Officer was also returned to 
the local high school which added a patrol position under a 

MOU with the San Luis Coastal Uni-

fied School District. 

     Undersheriff Olivas has a 

strong focus on training and has 

been a defensive tactics instructor, 

firearms instructor, taser instruc-

tor, and baton instructor during 

his law enforcement career.  He 
was an active competitor in the Po-
lice Olympics for several years, earn-
ing several medals competing in fire-

arms, cycling and other events.  

     Olivas was honored to accept 

the Undersheriff position when 

Sheriff Parkinson approached him.  

Having worked in San Luis Obispo 
County for several years, Undersheriff Olivas recognized the 
quality of professional employees at the Sheriff’s Office and 
he was excited to join the Sheriff’s team and assist Sheriff 

Parkinson with his progressive goals.    

Undersheriff Olivas  shares common philosophies 

and values on leadership with the Sheriff in which it’s 

understood that  people are the department’s number one 

resource, team work is valued with no individual being 

greater than the team, accountability and transparency at 

all levels is emphasized and it’s a high priority to 

strengthen the partnership the Sheriff’s Office  shares 

with the community.  Undersheriff Olivas is proud to wear 
the tan and green of the Sheriff’s Office and serve the people 

of San Luis Obispo County. 

The Sheriff’s Advisory Council welcomes and looks 

forward to working with Undersheriff Tim Olivas.               
 

□□□ 



 

 

Undersheriff Martin Basti’s Retirement Celebration 

After 32 Years of Service with the San Luis Obispo Sheriff's 

Department,  Undersheriff Martin Basti decided to retire. 
Several hundred people joined him in  his retirement celebration 
which was held on Sunday, April 22, 2012, at the Elks Lodge in 

San Luis Obispo.    

In appreciation for the dedicated service to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the community, Dan Cashier, on behalf of the Sheriff’s 

Advisory Council, presented to Undersheriff Basti a retire-
ment gift of a complete BBQ set (with artful hand-made han-

dles by Hal Griffin).  

As you can see in the photos below, everyone had an 
enjoyable time. Thanks go to Jay Conner for taking all of the 
event photos and thanks go to the Friends & Family who 

hosted the event.  
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Thanks to Senior Deputy Todd Steeb for entertaining eve-
ryone with a slideshow of photos of Martin from his youth days 
to retirement. Some of the photos of him were very revealing, 

especially in his “Speedo” attire.   

After enjoying a delicious BBQ dinner, several recogni-
tions and awards were presented to Undersheriff Martin Basti for 
his dedication and service given to our community and its citi-
zens. He was presented resolutions adopted by the County of San 
Luis Obispo and the State of California in recognition of his 
outstanding and invaluable service to the community. Other rec-

ognitions, gifts and appreciation awards were presented to Mar-
tin by: Sheriff Parkinson, Deputy Sheriff's Association, Special 
Olympics, Sheriff’s Advisory Council, Juvenile Justice, Chief 

Deputy John Giese and Commander Ken Conway. 

At the conclusion of the presentations, several friends were 
given the opportunity to say a few words to express their friend-
ship and thanks for his 32 years of service with the Sheriff’s 
Office. Martin express his appreciation and thanked everyone for 
attending and they in turn expressed their appreciation by joining 

him in celebrating his retirement.  □□□ 
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The Sheriff’s Advisory Council gives their Best Wishes to Undersheriff     The Sheriff’s Advisory Council gives their Best Wishes to Undersheriff     The Sheriff’s Advisory Council gives their Best Wishes to Undersheriff     The Sheriff’s Advisory Council gives their Best Wishes to Undersheriff     
Martin Basti for a world of adventure and happy BBQ trails                          Martin Basti for a world of adventure and happy BBQ trails                          Martin Basti for a world of adventure and happy BBQ trails                          Martin Basti for a world of adventure and happy BBQ trails                          

in his retirement years. in his retirement years. in his retirement years. in his retirement years.  

Undersheriff Martin Basti’s Retirement Celebration (Continued) 
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In Memory of Rob Bryn, Sheriff’s PIO  

He was a great, wonderful person and will be missed by 
many.  The Sheriff’s Advisory Council members wish to express 
their heartfelt sympathy to his wife, 
Beverly, and his daughters and other 

family members for their sad loss. 

Obituary Printed in The Tribune  

Robert Douglas Bryn, 61, passed 

away Thursday, March 1, 2012.  

Rob was born in Aberdeen, Wash., 
in May 1950 to Vernita and Bob Bryn. 
His family moved to Los Altos, Calif., 
in the late' 50s, where he attended Los 

Altos High School.  

He earned his BA degree from the 
University of San Francisco and his 
master's from Fuller Seminary.  Rob 
began his law enforcement career with 

the Los Altos PD in 1970. 

In 1972, Rob met and married his 
wife of 39 years, Beverly. In 1976, his 
daughter, Jennifer Kathleen was born, 
and in 1980, another daughter, Deanna 

Michelle, blessed him.  

In 1978, he was the Chief of 
Safety and Security at Ohlone College 
in Fremont, Calif. In 1986, the family 
moved to San Luis Obispo, where Rob 

became a Sergeant at Morro Bay PD.  

 Rob later worked as the Public Information Officer (PIO) 
for the SLO PD and in 2007 he began his current position as PIO 

for the Sheriff's Office.  

Rob served the County in numerous aspects. He had served 
as Chairman of the Central Coast Navy 
League, past Board member of the 
Church of the Nazarene and Alpha Acad-
emy, and was a member of the Republi-

can Central Committee and Lincoln Club.  

       Rob was always there for anyone, 
anytime, any day, for any need. You 
could always count on Rob to add his wit 
and humor to every situation. His motto 
was always, "All initial reports are 

wrong."  

     Rob had five main loves of his life - 
his daughters Jennifer Kathleen King and 
Deanna Michelle Rowland, his many 
granddoggies, his church, the Sheriff's 

Office and the Republican Party.  

      Rob is survived by his mother, Ver-
nita; wife, Beverly; two daughters; sons-
in-law Bryan King and Ryan. Rowland; 
paternal cousins in Portland, Ore.; and 
extended family of friends throughout 

this community.  

       A funeral service was held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, March 10, 2012, at the Church 
of the Nazarene, 3396 Johnson Ave. in 

San Luis Obispo. Burial followed at the San Luis Cemetery.  

Donations can be made to the “Rob Bryn Memorial 

Fund” at Founders Community Bank in San Luis Obispo.    
□ □ □ 

During a memorial service friends de-
scribed Rob Bryn as a man who dedicated his life to 
law enforcement and used his clever sense of hu-

mor to gain the trust of everyone he ever met.   

Several hundred people filled the San Luis 

Obispo Church of the Nazarene, Bryn's place of 
worship, for the "Celebration of Life" on March 10, 
2012. Afterward, a law enforcement processional 

provided escort to the San Luis Cemetery.  

Bryn, a crime prevention and Public Infor-
mation Officer (PIO) for the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff's Office, was found dead March 1st 
at his apartment after he did not show up for work. 
The 61-year-old died of natural causes. Bryn, who 
also worked in the private security industry, served 
from 1982 to 1986 with the Morro Bay Police De-
partment, then the San Luis Obispo Police Depart-
ment from 1986 to 2005, when he retired. He took over as the 

Sheriff's Department Public Information Officer in late 2007.  

       Longtime friend and Sheriff Ian Parkinson told 
the crowd he met Bryn when they were working to-
gether at the Morro Bay Police Department and later 
became roommates for several months. "I know he 

would want us to be happy and smiling and not sad”' 

said Parkinson, adding once Bryn dressed up like 
Santa Claus with a Scottish accent and fooled him. 
"Rob did not pass away from a bad Heart. It was just 

too big.  

        He was a 61-year-old child. Parkinson said Bryn 
was known as a "relationship builder" in the office and 
someone he counted on to help out with media inter-
views - where eye contacts between the two friends 
were mandatory. Parkinson said “Bryn would give 
him "thumbs up" if he said the right thing to the re-
porters and start shaking his hands back and forth 

when he said something wrong”. 

        Robert Tapella said his pal had nothing short of a                   
                                  (Continued on page 8)  

Dedicated Man with a Sense of Humor 
Article written by Kenneth Klein CONTRIBUTING WRITER   Times ●Press● Recorder 



 

 

NEWSLETTER San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Council April 2012  Page 7 

    Rob Bryn, a widely respected public information 
officer for the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office who 
also was a dedicated Republican activist, was found dead 
Thursday at his Paso Robles home. He was 61. 

Sheriff Ian Parkinson, a close friend and longtime 
colleague of Bryn’s who worked with him at several law 
enforcement agencies, said he last spoke with Bryn about 9 
p.m. Wednesday. He tried contacting Bryn several times 
Thursday morning but got no response. Deputies dispatched 
to Bryn’s home found him unresponsive about 10:55 a.m. 
Deputy Coroners believe Bryn died of natural causes.  

A phalanx of uniformed law enforcement personnel 
from throughout the county sat before an overflowing 
crowd Saturday at the Church of the Nazarene in San 
Luis Obispo to honor Rob Bryn, the public information 
officer for the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office 
who died last week at age 61. As deputies stood by his flag 
shrouded casket, those closest to Bryn 
described him as an honest and loyal 
friend, a patriot and a jokester.  

Sheriff Ian Parkinson, a 
friend and longtime colleague 
of Bryn’s, told the nearly 
1,000 people who had gath-
ered for the service that 
Bryn had an innate ability to 
connect with people.  

As spokesman for the 
Sheriff’s Office, Bryn was 

the first person reporters 
turned to for information 
about emergencies or 
breaking news. He was avail-
able around the clock and hustled 
to get information on deadline. Bryn 
also worked to explain to the staff of the 
Sheriff’s Office the demands local reporters worked under.”  

“Rob did a great job of providing information so we 
could in turn inform our readers,” said Tribune Executive 
Editor Sandra J. Duerr. “He would not duck questions or 
avoid our calls. He also had a wonderful human side; he 
cared about each person he dealt with.” 

Parkinson and Bryn first met 26 years ago. Bryn 
lived with Parkinson after moving to San Luis Obispo 
County from the Los Altos Police Department to take a job 
at the Morro Bay Police Department in the 1980s. Parkinson 
was his training officer. As their careers progressed, Bryn 
and Parkinson would again work together at the San Luis 
Obispo Police Department, and later at the Sheriff’s Office, 
where Bryn served beginning in 2007. All told, Bryn had 
more than 30 years of law enforcement experience. 

Parkinson was tearful at a news conference Thurs-
day, saying he was used to Bryn “delivering the news, 
but today he is the news.” “He was great to be around,” 
Parkinson said. “He was always upbeat, made people 

laugh, and poked fun at himself. He would walk in and 
immediately change the mood of a room.” Of his col-
league’s work ethic and people skills, Parkinson said, “He 
was willing to answer the phone at any time when the media 

called. He always went above and beyond trying to foster rela-
tionships with (the media) and the Sheriff’s Office.” 

Jim Gardiner, a former police chief of San Luis Obispo 
while Bryn was its public information and crime prevention offi-
cer, agreed." “He was the quintessential public servant in try-
ing to make things better,” Gardiner recalled. “He certainly 
was the go-to guy for community issues.” 

Dr. Rene Bravo knew Bryn as a friend and through their 
shared Republican activism. 

“He was just a class act,” Bravo said. “Rob was one of 

those guys who always tried to find the best in people; he was 
the real deal.” In countywide Republican circles, Bryn was 
someone who worked mostly behind the scenes. That didn’t hold 
true in 2008, however, when he was a delegate for Republican 
presidential candidate John McCain at the Republican National 
Convention." “I saw him on television,” Bravo said of his friend 
for 25 years." “Part of his love for McCain was because Rob was 

in the Navy League” and McCain had been a 
Navy pilot. Former Gov. Arnold Schwar-

zenegger also tapped Bryn to head up 
his San Luis Obispo County cam-

paign. “Candidates listened to him 
because he was straight with 
them and he knew the commu-
nity so well,” Bravo explained. 
Undersheriff Martin Basti was 
also a longtime friend of Bryn’s. 
The two met while Bryn was 
working in Morro Bay and Basti 
was driving an ambulance. “He 

had a personality that could 
make a friend of anyone,” Basti 

said. “He did so much for the depart-
ment’s public relations and news. He 

had a knack in how to orchestrate behind 
the scenes, and yet he was also the go-to guy; 

he made sure he got the story right. But, indicative of his sense of 
humor, his motto was “All initial reports are wrong.” 

Jim Patterson, chairman of the county Board of Super-
visors, characterized Bryn as “a good guy” who was often the 
first person Patterson went to when he sought information or 
clarification about a Sheriff’s Office matter. 

Deborah Linden, who recently retired as San Luis Obispo 
police chief, said Bryn had visible passion for his career; his 
church, San Luis Obispo Church of the Nazarene;  
and service through his Rotary Club. 

Another community group Bryn was active with was the 
Alpha Academy, a mentoring program in San Luis Obispo that 
helps young men reorient their lives away from criminal activity 
or bad habits by teaching them life skills.” Rob had a whole pri-
vate side of his life that many people didn’t know about,” said 
Jack Gould, founder and president of Alpha. “It was his calling 
to mentor and encourage people.” 

 
Besides his job and political affiliations, Parkinson said 

Bryn was dedicated to his two grown daughters and that they 

were his first priority in life.  

**** 

Farewell to a ‘loyal friend’ Rob Bryn  
Article Written by Joe Johnston  jjohnston@thetribunenews.com   



 

 

golden tongue and really cared about people. "He always knew just 
what to say and when to say it” Tapella said he touched people 
near and far. You became the center of his universe.”  Tapella then 
told the crowd about a few of Bryn's favorite remarks: "All the 
initial reports are wrong:” “Coffee! Sorry to yell. I just needed it" 
If you get a call from a media person, call them back. It all evens 

out" and “no more news tonight... sleep is on the schedule.'  

Dr. Rene Bravo said Bryn was the kind of man he wanted 

to be like - one who loved his family, law en-forcement, and his 

faith. "You could trust him" “Bravo said." But if he found 

out you were not telling the truth, you did not want to be 

there. Rob, I never say goodbye. I will see you later.”  

Before the service, 4th District Supervisor Paul 

Teixeira said Bryn always thought of others first. "He was one 
of those unique individuals who did his job above and beyond 
the call of duty.” Teixeira said "He was a real friend to those 

who knew him and anyone who cross paths with” □ □ □ 
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Dedicated Man with a Sense of Humor (Continued from page 6) 
Article written by Kenneth Klein CONTRIBUTING WRITER   Times ●Press● Recorder 

Celebration of Life for Rob Bryn 3/10/12   

Bouquets of condolence go out to the family and friends of Rob Bryn, as well as to the entire Sheriff’s Office where Rob 
served as public information officer for the past five years. Prior to that, Rob was spokesman for the San Luis Obispo Police Depart-

ment. 

Relationships between media and law enforcement can be tense, but no matter the circumstances, Rob was unfailingly funny, 
gracious and had a knack for putting people at ease. His kindness, his quick wit and his willingness to go out of his way to track down 

a seemingly obscure nugget of information — before deadline — won’t be forgotten. We’ll miss you, Rob. □ □ □ 

Bouquets and Brickbats: The loss of Rob Bryn is Keenly Felt 
Opinion of The Tribune 

 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever 

you face trials of many kinds, because you 

know that the testing of your faith  develops 

perseverance.” 

 

 -James 1:2-3 



 

 

 

Sheriff’s Honor Farm Bike Program 

13 Year Old Boy Donates $50 to the Bicycle Program 

Article Provided by Undersheriff Martin Basti  
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As you know the Christmas Bike Program at the 

Honor farm teams up with the public, the Sheriff’s Office 

and inmates to collect and distribute bicycles to underprivi-

leged and needy children in the community. The project of 

fixing bicycles is an all year project, and at any given time 

we have several bicycles available should a special need 

arise. A few weeks ago we had the opportunity to help a 13 

year old boy and his sister by providing bicycles to them. 

 

Sgt Voisenat received a call from Marie Foley who 

was doing a fundraiser for C.L. Smith’s after school pro-

gram.  She had previously received bicycles from a retailer 

for this fundraiser but had lost that contact due to the econ-

omy.  She had heard about the Sheriff’s Office bike program 

and asked if there was a way that we could help out the 

school. During the discussion Mrs. Foley told Sgt Voisenat 

that she had heard through Cal Poly that the Sheriff’s Office 

was going to be holding a bike auction.  She relayed to her 

that her son, Aidan, had been saving money diligently to 

buy a new bike and due to financial circumstances her 

family currently could not purchase him a bike.  She also 

relayed that her son was being teased at school by other 

kids who were calling his current, broken down bike a 

“ghetto” bike. She asked Sgt Voisenat if she could be noti-

fied when the auction was being held so that her son could 

use his saved money to buy one of the bikes. 

 

Knowing how auctions are and the limited funds 

that Aidan had saved for purchasing an auction bike, Sgt 

Voisenat told Mrs. Foley that the bicycle program could help 

Aidan with a bicycle. They discussed with him to try the 

auction, but if he was to be outbid it could be devastating for 

him.  

 

The next week Aidan, his sister and parents met at 

the Honor Farm to pick up the bicycles for the auction. 

At that time Aidan was told that he could select a bike for 

himself as his new bike to ride to school. And since his sis-

ter, we had learned, had a bike that she was quickly out-

growing she was also allowed to select a new bike for her-

self. The surprised look on their faces was amazing as they 

looked over the selection of bikes. They both found just the 

right bike and took them for a test ride in the parking lot for 

the next 20 minutes.   

 

Both were given brand new helmets to wear while 

riding. And then the best part, Aidan had saved $50 for 

a new bike and he wanted to donate what he saved to 

the bike program for helmets to be given to kids that 

could not afford them. Aidan was told that since he had 

received a bicycle as a gift and was donating back to the 

program, there is no greater accomplishment than to 

learn to help others and that was what he was doing. He 

and his sister were given a mini replica Sheriff’s badge 

as a keepsake. It was then that their mother shared that 

Aidan’s grandfather was a retired Deputy Sheriff in Fresno 

and had worked there for many years.  

 

The bike program that is supported by the Sheriff’s 

Advisory Council is an excellent opportunity to bring the 

community into the Sheriff’s Office. The inmates see the 

value of the program, and it teaches them skills, the public 

can donate bikes for the inmates to fix and those in the 

community who are in need can receive a bicycle in their 

time of need.  

 

In this situation, there was an opportunity to teach 

Aidan both the value of giving and receiving and I am 

sure he will remember it for a long time.  It was a perfect 

opportunity for law enforcement to join the community for 

the common good.  A couple of weeks later, Marie Foley 

said that Aidan is still polishing his bike almost everyday 

and still remembers receiving a special gift.   □□□ 

 

Newspaper Article: King Harris interviewed 

Martin Basti and the mother of Aidan the 13 year 

old boy. He has written about this story in his weekly 

Tolosa Press article "Good to be King" which is 

printed in the "SLO City News" and “Coast News”, 

free publications at newsstands.  
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3rd Annual Christopher Meadows Memorial                                        
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction                                                             

May  12, 2012    3:00 - 6:00 pm  

wish to pursue their dreams as Christopher had hoped to do. Be-
low is a letter received from Tim and Mardy Meadows honoring 
Christopher's memory and providing information on the  3rd An-
nual Christopher Meadows Memorial.      □ □ □                                                

To honor the memory of Christopher Meadows a Sheriff’s 

Search and Rescue team member (who died in an accident at 

the Oceano dunes nearly three years ago while responding to 
a call), an Educational Fund was created to enable those who 



 

 

Welcome New Members - Thanks for Your Support 

  

 

 

 

 

Our Thanks to the Following Donors: 

San Luis Obispo: First-ever Preparedness Expo                                

Attracts 1,000 People    

Craig Smith, CRSA Architecture - $200 to Search & Rescue 

Adnan “Eddie” El-Helou - $244.50 to Sheriff’s Auxiliary Patrol 

John Hayashi, Irrigation West - $500 to Sheriff Auxiliary Patrol 

Jeanne Aldridge - $50 to Search & Rescue 

Lezlie Labhard - $500 to Sheriff’s Crime Lab 
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Richard “Dick” Criswell 

Rick Fernandez 

Rik Fraser 

Frank Fratto 

Philip Hammer 

Greg Hind 

Jan Howell 

Thomas Maiero 

 SAC Board members Silva Dodd, Jim Hunt, Bryan 
DuVall and Randy Arseneau, all pictured below, attended 
the San Luis Obispo: First-ever Preparedness Expo. They 
set-up a table with SAC displays to participate in the Expo.                                 
 More than 1,000 people received information on how 
to prepare for a natural disaster at the Preparedness Expo on 
Saturday (March 24) at the San Luis Obispo Vets Hall. 

The first-time event provided a one-stop, public forum 
that touched on everything from CPR to seismic safety. The 
primary sponsor of the event was PG&E, and the beneficiary 
was the American Red Cross. About 20 other local busi-
nesses, public safety agencies and service organizations also 
participated. 

State Sen. Sam Blakeslee opened the event with a pres-
entation that stressed the importance of being prepared for 
any emergency. Several PG&E representatives spoke at the 

event, including Tracey Vardas, emergency planning coordi-
nator at Diablo Canyon Power Plant, and Lloyd Cluff. Vardas 
touched on how PG&E coordinates with San Luis Obispo 
County on emergency preparedness and on things that indi-
viduals can do to better prepare for disasters. Cluff, a retired 
PG&E employee, spoke about seismic safety.  And the Ameri-
can Red Cross discussed the importance of emergency disaster 
kits and provided CPR training at the event. The first 500 peo-
ple at the event were each given a bag full of disaster kit mate-
rials and information. The Listos Program, a Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program for the 
Latino community and partner of PG&E, also participated at 
the event. 

PG&E has provided a $2.5 million donation to the Red 
Cross’ Ready Neighborhoods program, which is improving 
disaster readiness throughout the utility’s territory. ***** 

Mary Ann Reiss 

Bill & Gigi Senna 

Jeff Watkins 
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Donations Needed for the 2012    

Sheriff’s Office  

Men’s Honor Farm                                 

Bicycle Program  

Individuals and businesses who wish to donate bicycles can 
bring the bike to any of the following Sheriff’s Department 

Substations:  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department’s Bi-
cycle Program is in need of monetary funds for its Year 
2012 Christmas Program for bike parts and especially for 

helmets.  

     If you would like to make a monetary contribution for 

the purchase of parts or helmets, please send a check to: 

San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Advisory Council 

Attn: Bicycle Fund 

P.O. Box 3752 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93403 
 

Any additional questions may be directed to Sergeant  

Michelle Voisenat at 781-4637.   

  

• Coast Station  
2099 10th Street  

Los Osos, CA 93402 
805-528-6083 

• North Station  
356 N. Main  

Templeton, CA 93465 
805-434-4290 

• South Station  
1681 Front Street  

Oceano, CA 93445 
805-473-7100 



 

 

Members are Welcome to Attend Board Meetings  

   The monthly Sheriff’s Advisory Council’s board meet-
ings are  held usually at the  Sheriff’s Office Honor Farm 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m., ex-

cept for the months of July & December. See Events  

 

Calendar on page 1 of this newsletter for dates. Also, 
for information and change of meeting location, please 
call Kathleen Martinelli at  (805) 781-5484 or visit our 

website www.sacslo.org.  □□□    
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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTYSAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTYSAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTYSAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY     19 19 19 19thththth CENTURY OUTLAW  CENTURY OUTLAW  CENTURY OUTLAW  CENTURY OUTLAW ---- LAWMAN HISTORY  LAWMAN HISTORY  LAWMAN HISTORY  LAWMAN HISTORY  

1853185318531853                                             [June] The Murrieta Gang  [June] The Murrieta Gang  [June] The Murrieta Gang  [June] The Murrieta Gang visits San Luis Obispo.  The Sacramento Union reports that Murrieta sent word ahead  
announcing his arrival and intention to rest there. He warns they  will sack the town if molested. They camp in the Mission gardens, 
robbing a gambler as they leave town a few days later. 

1853185318531853                                             [July] California Rangers [July] California Rangers [July] California Rangers [July] California Rangers, led by Captain Harry Love, surprise Murrieta and his gang while encamped at the Arroyo 
Cantua near present day Coalinga, CA.  Murrieta is killed and beheaded.  His head is publicly displayed at the Stockton House. 

1853185318531853                                             [Oct] A party of eight or ten “bad men” passes through San Luis Obispo County.  [Oct] A party of eight or ten “bad men” passes through San Luis Obispo County.  [Oct] A party of eight or ten “bad men” passes through San Luis Obispo County.  [Oct] A party of eight or ten “bad men” passes through San Luis Obispo County. Before leaving the county they kill a 
peddler and steal horses. They are followed to Los Angeles where three are arrested, put aboard a boat and returned to San Luis 
Obispo County.  They are received at Port Harford [Avila Beach] and are promptly hanged.  

  

1853185318531853                                             [Nov] San Luis Obispo County experiences the beginning of "A  chapter of crime unparalleled [Nov] San Luis Obispo County experiences the beginning of "A  chapter of crime unparalleled [Nov] San Luis Obispo County experiences the beginning of "A  chapter of crime unparalleled [Nov] San Luis Obispo County experiences the beginning of "A  chapter of crime unparalleled."  Scarcely a month 
passes without  the disappearance of a traveler or the finding of bodies or skeletons along the roads leading out of town. Together 
with bandits Pio Linares and Joaquin Valenzuela, a gambler and ex- soldier named Jack Powers has formed a secret gang and begins 
to prey upon the citizenry.  The gang adopts the Pirate motto "Dead Men Tell No Tales!"  The 1850's in San Luis Obispo County 
will come to be known by the locals as "The Bloody Fifties" due to the many robberies, murders and other atrocities being commit-
ted against the citizenry by bandits during that decade. 

  Among the crimes committed by the Powers gang the Powers gang the Powers gang the Powers gang is a nighttime attack upon the Dana family rancho after learning the 
Dana's had sold 300 head of cattle. On the evening in question [date  unknown], the Dana's had given shelter to a Yacqui Indian 
who had stopped by the rancho. The Indian was lodged in a storage shed adjacent to the main house. 

          Upon approaching the Dana adobe, the gang's presence was  revealed and the household alerted when the Indian heard 
noises and peered out of the cabin door. One of the gang made an unsuccessful grab for him, causing a noisy disturbance. The gang 
then opened fire upon the house when a servant looked out of the doorway. 

                    The household's firearms were locked in a room on the south side of the casa.The household's firearms were locked in a room on the south side of the casa.The household's firearms were locked in a room on the south side of the casa.The household's firearms were locked in a room on the south side of the casa.        Powers knew this and had taken special 
care to guard the room.  When no one went for ammunition, Powers probably thought they had sufficient ammunition for a fight 
and      decided to call off the attack. Years later, the details of the assault on the Casa de Dana were revealed when Vigilante's cap-
tured and tried some of the Powers gang in San Luis Obispo.  

    

1855185518551855                                             [Nov] Monterey county executive officers Isaac B. Wall and T.B. Williamson  [Nov] Monterey county executive officers Isaac B. Wall and T.B. Williamson  [Nov] Monterey county executive officers Isaac B. Wall and T.B. Williamson  [Nov] Monterey county executive officers Isaac B. Wall and T.B. Williamson are murdered on the "dark and bloody 
ground" of the Naciemiento while traveling to San Luis Obispo.  No direct trace of the murderers is ever found.  

 1856185618561856                                             [July] Artist/Journalist Henry Miller  [July] Artist/Journalist Henry Miller  [July] Artist/Journalist Henry Miller  [July] Artist/Journalist Henry Miller passes through S.L.O. County. Miller observes several macabre scenes including a 
skeleton tied to a tree.  

 1856185618561856                              San Francisco businessman George Fearless  San Francisco businessman George Fearless  San Francisco businessman George Fearless  San Francisco businessman George Fearless visits S.L.O. County carrying $2,000.00 on his person.  He enters into a 
ranching enterprise with Jesus Luna, a pal of bandit Pio Linares, and then disappears.  Three months pass before Fearless's body is 
found near a deserted rancho.      



 

 

  

WANTED 
Alive 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS WHO ARE                       

PRO LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASK A FRIEND TO JOIN 
 

REWARD: SAFER COUNTY 

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH  

THE SHERIFF’S ADVISORY COUNCIL NEEDS YOUR HELP 

The Council’s most immediate goal is to expand our membership to provide the needed funds to support 
law enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. The Sheriff’s Advisory Council urges you to ask 
your friends, family members and business associates to join the Council by making an investment in the 
future of law enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. The annual membership fee is $100.00 
and $25.00 for junior membership to age 21. Applications and contributions should be sent to: 

San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Council 

P.O. Box 3752 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93403 

For applications and information, please call  

Kathleen Martinelli (805) 781-5484  or visit  Website: www.sacslo.org   

  

SHERIFF’S ADVISORY COUNCIL’S PURPOSE 

The Sheriff’s Advisory Council is a non-profit, IRS Section 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation formed to 
provide funding and additional support to the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department and of other law 

enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County 

FED ID#:  77-0189925  
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Thanks to our Gold Sponsor    


