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Sheriff Ian Parkinson’s Message

I’m going to admit something. Something,
some of you already know. Last year was a
challenging year for the Sheriff’s Office. A
lot of the focus was on the care our inmates
in the County Jail were receiving. But with
those  challenges  came some big changes.
And one of the biggest changes came in the
area of medical and mental health services
in our County Jail. 

I’ve talked in previous columns about the
hiring of a new Chief Medical Officer, Dr.
Christy Mulkerin in  2018.  Hiring a  Chief
Medical Officer for the jail offers one point

of contact for all medical and mental health
care  which  increases  communication
regarding inmates’ health. That’s something
we needed in the Jail.  I  am tremendously
proud of the work Dr. Mulkerin has done in
her  first  year  and  the  changes  she  has
instituted in the jail.

Another major change is the outsourcing of
all medical, mental health and dental care
to  a  private  company  that  has  expertise
with in-custody health care. Last month, we
had  a  ribbon  cutting  to  welcome  that
company, Wellpath, to the Sheriff’s Office.
The event  was well  attended with county
Supervisors, Adam Hill, Bruce Gibson and
John  Peschong,  as  well  as  a  number  of
media entities, Wellpath doctors and nurses,
and Sheriff’s Office personnel. But it was a
long process to get to that point. So let me
give you some background information on
the  process  we  used  to  arrive  at  our
selection  of  Wellpath  to  become  our  Jail
health care service provider.

Previously  health  care  in  the  jail  was
provided  by  the  County  Public  Health
Department.  In  September  2018  the
decision  to  contract  out  Jail  Health  Care
Services was made by the County Board of
Supervisors after a process of research and
deliberation about the best way to deliver
high quality inmate care. Not only will this
change  provide  expanded  healthcare  to
inmates but it will do it at a significant cost
savings to the County. Then we began the
careful  process  to  search  for  the  right

company who could provide those services
we  wanted  and  needed  in  the  Jail.  Our
search led us to Wellpath.

Wellpath is a new name for an experienced
company, formed as an integration between
two  health  care  providers,  Correctional
Medical  Group  Companies  (CMGC)  and
Correct  Care Services  (CCS).  CMGC has
long been the chosen health care provider
in  California  Jails  and  after  joining  with
CCS, serves 270,000 patients in 37 states
across the U.S. and Australia.

I  think  the  Chief  Operating  Officer  of
Wellpath, Cindy Watson said it best, “The
partnership  between  San  Luis  Obispo
County & Wellpath is a great one, because
we  both  believe  in  transforming  public
health  by  delivering  hope  and  healing  to
those who need it most.“

Wellpath  has  been  preparing  to  transition
health  care  services  over  the  past  few
months  after  finalizing  a  contract  in
December.  The  services  outlined  in  the
contract include medical, behavioral health,
and dental care, and are consistent with the
national  standard  of  Jail  health  care  as
defined  by  the  National  Commission  on
Correctional Health Care (NCCHC).

I  truly  believe  we  are  beginning  a  new
chapter in our County Jail by expanding the
range of health care that we provide. When
the health needs of our jail population are
met, that leads to safety and security.
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Chairman’s Message

Wow, it’s 2019 already. Happy New Year to
all from the Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation
(SAF). We have been very active since our
last  newsletter.  In late June,  the Board of
Directors and Sheriff Parkinson met in its
annual  planning  session.  The  Sheriff
reviewed  his  goals  for  the  remainder  of
2018 and 2019 and the Board reviewed its
goals connected to fundraising,  search for
additional  directors,  updating  committee
assignments,  scholarship  fund  objectives,
and  membership  expansion.  Committee
assignments  were  also  reviewed  with
several  Board  members  volunteering  to
serve on various committees.

As  in  prior  years,  the  Sheriff’s  Office
sponsored the Family Day at the Ranch in
September. Thousands attended a day at the
Madonna Inn Meadows with dozens of first
responder  displays,  booths,  and
demonstrations.  Representatives  putting
their  wares  out  included  those  from  the
Sheriff’s  Posse,  Search  &  Rescue,  Dive
Team, Bomb Task Force, K-9s, various city

Police  Departments  and  city  and  county
Fire  Departments,  CHP  &  Cal  Fire
helicopters,  ambulance  services,  Police
Museum trailer, Explorer, Boy Scouts and
the  Grizzly  Academy.  They  all  had  their
very cool emergency equipment, large and
small. We most sincerely thank them all for
participating in this special day.

The event was entirely free to the public.
Each child received a free SAF t-shirt and a
raffle ticket, all received free hot dogs. Two
children’s bicycles with helmets were given
away  to  lucky  raffle  winners.  The  SAF
underwrote the cost of the t-shirts plus pre-
event  advertising  and  promotion  totaling
over $6,700. 2,000 hot dogs and buns were
donated  by  local  markets.  Thank  you  to
Board  member  and  Chairperson  Kathleen
Martinelli,  and her  committee  for  another
outstanding event.

In  December,  dozens  of  bicycles  were
given to children whose families could not
provide  one  of  their  own.  Most  of  the
bicycles were refurbished by the inmates of
the Honor Farm in a program that enables
them  to  learn  new  skills.  All  children
received  a  helmet  too.  The  excitement
exhibited by the children made this a “must
do” every year. I can’t remember seeing so
many  smiling  faces.  The  SAF  provided
over  $3,000  in  funding  for  bicycle  parts
and  new helmets.  125  bicycles  not  given
out were loaded in trucks and delivered to
the  people  of  Paradise  suffering  after  the
horrible fire that leveled most of their town.

We have all but concluded the fundraising
activities  related  to  the  new  Behavioral
Health Unit  (BHU) at  the County Jail.  A
number  of  concerned  citizens  and
businesses in San Luis Obispo County have
contributed  over  $240,000  to  aid  in  the
construction of the site. The SAF Board of
Directors sincerely believed in this project

and added $50,000 to assist in the private
funding  of  the  remodeling  costs.
Development  is  all  but  complete  and  the
BHU is expected to be open for business
close  to  the  date  of  publication  of  this
newsletter.

Our heartfelt thanks to our corporate Silver
and Gold Sponsors. Their contributions of
$1,000  to  $2,500  have  been  very
meaningful additions to our treasury. A list
of  our  corporate  sponsors  can  be  found
later in this newsletter. Please support these
businesses.  They  are  true  assets  to  our
community.

SAF presently has over 200 members. We
want  to  strongly  thank  all  members
renewing  each  year  and  continuing  to
support  the  Foundation.  Without  our
members,  we would have a  very difficult
time keeping our head above water. Watch
you mail for you dues invoice. We have just
renovated our bookkeeping and accounting
systems and hope to be able to serve you
better  in  the  future.  Our  long-time
Treasurer, John Mihal CPA, has retired as
an officer of SAF due to extremely heavy
work loads at his office. Thank you, John,
for your many years of service to SAF.

Finally,  watch  for  our  annual  Fun  Raiser
event  scheduled  for  the  afternoon  of
Sunday, May 19, 2019. The location is the
same as in the past, the back patio and deck
behind  McLintock’s  Saloon  &  Dining
House  in  Shell  Beach.  The  people  at
McLintock’s have been most gracious to us
and  they  serve  a  fantastic  meal  at  our
function. This has always been an exciting
event and helps us help law enforcement in
our County. Thank you to Renee Osborne
and  her  committee  for  their  fantastic  job
organizing  this  event.  We’ll  have  more
information on the Fun Raiser in our next
edition.

Come to a board meeting!
All members welcome

Upcoming Meetings
February 12th

March 12th

April 9th

Meetings are 6 pm at the Sheriff’s Honor Farm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except July &
December).  Members who attend should wear their Sheriff's Office ID badge.

Email safslo@yahoo.com or visit www.safslo.org for more information.
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Upcoming Events

Corporate Sponsor Renewals
Gold Sponsors

San Luis Ambulance San Luis Obispo $2,500 General Fund
CAME Security Morro Bay $2,500 SED/SWAT
Stalwork, Inc San Luis Obispo $2,500 General Fund
Mullahey Ford Arroyo Grande $2,500 General Fund
Dignity Health San Luis Obispo $2,500 General Fund
Covelop San Luis Obispo $2,500 General Fund
Zorro’s Café and Cantina – New! Shell Beach $2,500 General Fund
American Red Cross – New! San Luis Obispo $2,500 General Fund

Silver Sponsors
Rancho Guadalupe Santa Maria $1,000 General Fund
Martin Hotel Management San Luis Obispo $1,000 General Fund
Monica King Realty San Luis Obispo $1,000 General Fund
Senna Insurance Arroyo Grande $1,000 General Fund
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Sheriff's Family Day
On  behalf  of  the  Sheriff’s  Advisory
Foundation and the Family Day Committee
I’d like to express my sincere appreciation
to everyone who participated in this year’s
event. It truly takes a community such as
ours to come together and produce an event
that has become the largest event of its kind
in our County. Thank you!

There are so many people to thank for the
success of this event.  Let me start  with a
BIG  thank  you  to  all  the  agencies  that
participate each year. As a group they are
the event, individually they give their time
and  expertise  to  educate,  entertain,  and
bring  our  community  together,  and  that’s
what it’s all about.

Another essential  part  of this event is the
Sheriff’s Honor Farm. They are the behind
the scenes support and without them set-up
for the event would truly be a challenge. To
this I’m going to include SAF support crew
Jerry  Lenthall,  Randy  Arseneau,  Hal
Griffin,  Jared  Allegranza,  and  Jason
Wolpert who although each had an assigned

duty, they were always busy picking up the
slack.

Thank  you  to  all  the  Sheriff’s  Advisory
Foundation  (SAF)  member  volunteers  for
helping  with  setup  and  working  the  key
areas  throughout  the event.  Thank you to
the Sheriff’s Explorers and the U.S. Naval
Sea  Cadets  for  always  standing  ready  to
help anywhere they’re needed.

New  things  this  year…our  2018  opening
ceremony  began  with  the  Sheriff’s  Posse
presenting  the  flags.  Our  Emcee  Deputy
Andy  Kenny  initiated  the  Pledge  of
Allegiance  and  Jay  Conner  gave  the
Invocation.  As  a  new  addition  to  the
opening  ceremony,  it  was  agreed  that  it
might be cool to add a Bag Piper. Catherine
Pearce was selected and did a fabulous job
with her rendition of America the Beautiful.
Next  year,  please  plan  to  attend  when
Catherine  will  bring  some  additional
players from her group. It will be amazing!
Also new to Family Day was Jennifer Bull-
Mizrahi who did a beautiful job singing the
National Anthem.

This  year  a  celebrity  graced  us  with  his
presence.  Yes,  the  newest  member  to
Sheriff’s  Family  Day  is  Sheriff  Woody.
Sheriff  Woody  was  the  brain  child  of
Sheriff Parkinson and thanks to Mason, one
of our Explorer volunteers, Woody came to
life and made his presence known, he was
defiantly  a  hit  with  the  kids.  We  look
forward to having him again next year.

PG&E  in  conjunction  with  the  American
Red Cross erected an amazing replica of an
emergency shelter. The Red Cross gave out
emergency preparedness  and disaster  kits,
which were a hit.

In  closing,  a  final  thank  you  to  the  SAF
Family Day Committee; Chuck and Vikki
Houck,  Jerry  Lenthall,  Randy  Arseneau,
Jared  Allegranza,  Hal  Griffin,  Marshall
Klein,  Sylvia  Dodd,  Emily  Myhre,  Gigi
Senna,  and  Bill  Senna,  I  can’t  say  thank
you  enough  for  all  you  did  and  I  look
forward to  working with you all  again in
2019.

Kathy Martinelli
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Funding Accomplishments
Total Payments in 2018 = $175,215

SLOC Sheriff’s Office & Auxiliary Units

Aero Squadron $2,055 Purchased headphones to be installed in back portion of the Aero Squadron's truck which
is used as their command vehicle when assisting Search & Rescue missions. The benefit
of  the head phones is  to  better  monitor  radio traffic  and illuminate  the surrounding
noises; examples would be traffic, civilian conversations, etc.

Annual May Fun-Raiser $2,069 The annual fundraiser continues to be successful each year with the support received by
our members and guests who attend and organized the event. As we have done in past
years, the Sheriff's Advisory Foundation gives special thanks to Bruce Breault, Tunny
Ortali and Toney Breault of McLintocks Saloon and Dining House for their many years
of continuous support. Each year they have provided their services to prepare delicious
meals and obtained donations from their food suppliers for the food served. 

Behavioral Health Unit (BHU) $58,984 Donated  $50,000  to  be  utilized  for  remodeling  cost  for  the  Behavioral  Health  Unit
(BHU). Funds in the amount of $30,630 were used to purchase a rear slider door to be
installed in the current Stahl Hall which will contact Stahl Hall and the Modular Units to
form the new BHU. The BHU rear slider door needs to be connected electronically to
the current Status security system. This required the installation and wiring of a door
controller, 2 intercoms and 2 cameras. This was a reduced price based on the community
project.

Paid $3,879.00 for Marketing Expenses to kick off a funding campaign to raise funds the
BHU. 

Bicycle Program $3,809 Purchased miscellaneous supplies and parts to fix bicycles. Supplies are necessary for
inmates on the Honor Farm to refurbish bicycles to give to less fortunate children in the
community  at  SAF's  annual  Christmas  Bicycle  Give-A-Way Program.  This  program
continues  to  be  a  very  successful  community  outreach  program where  the  Sheriff's
Office helps underprivileged children. Purchased 407 helmets for the Christmas Give-
Away-Program.  

Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) 
Seminar Classes

$17,419 To meet the need of changing demographics and types of calls for service, the Sheriff's
Office has developed a 40-hour peace Officer's Standard and Training (POST) certified
Crisis Prevention Training (CIT) class for custody and Patrol sworn personnel. attendees
will develop skills to better handle situations wilt persons with mental health conditions,
autism, traumatic brain injuries, PTSD and drug and alcohol abuse..

Crime Prevention $3,000 Paid San Luis Obispo Crime Stoppers, a nonprofit, all volunteer organization in SLO
since 1982, $3,000 for administration expenses. They offer rewards at the request of our
Local County Law Enforcement agencies to help solve and arrest wanted suspects.  

Explorer Competition $12,154 Paid $5,759 for competition hosting expenses for all explorers in the State of California.
The Explorers hosted a competition for all the Explorers in the State. This is a paid event
and all teams will be submitting entry fees. Funds are to pay for 3 Scholarships @$1,000
each, 3 Chromebooks at $775.00 a piece, trophies $1,500, Food $1,000, T-shirts $700.00
and Misc. item for $1,000.

Sheriff's Office Other Support $4,784 Paid $2,135.60 to restore a Sheriff's Office historical neon sign. The sign is mounted in
the  Sheriff's  Administration  building  hallway.  Paid  for  other  miscellaneous  items  to
support the Sheriff's Office request for funds. 
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SLOC Sheriff’s Office & Auxiliary Units (continued)

Sheriff's Office Task Force             
(PG&E Emergency Preparedness) 

$8,050 Funds in the amount of $6,750.00 were used to set up a rotational schedule on KSBY -
TV  for  the  month  of  December  to  air  six  fire  preparedness  Public  Service
Announcements (PSA). These PSA’s were professionally produced for Cal Fire and the
Sheriff's Office and deal with the general theme of being prepared for a wildland fire like
the recent Camp Fire and Woolsey Fire. To ensure the highest visibility, the PSA's were
aired mainly during the evening newscasts between 5 PM and 8 PM. KSBY  matched
with a donation to air the PSA's throughout the day. 

Funds  in  the  amount  of  $1,000  given to  Community Emergency  Response Training
(CERT) for Miscellaneous expenses for Estero Winter Class.

Sheriff's Family Day $6,708 Event expenses are for T-shirts, hot dogs, soft drinks and memorabilia given away to
children under 12, and advertising, equipment rentals, and other miscellaneous items.
The purpose of this event is to give the residents in our community an opportunity to
meet law enforcement and public safety personnel as they display their equipment and
perform demonstrations. Annually, thousands of people attend the event which is free to
people of all ages. Educational material is provided to help the public to obtain a better
understanding of the law enforcement and public safety services available to them and
ways  to  protect  themselves  against  crime  and  injury.  Also,  it  offers  those  who  are
considering public service as a career the chance to speak with other people who are
already doing the job. 

Search & Rescue $28,970 Purchase  of  a  drone  and  associated  gear  to  assist  Search  and  Rescue  missions.
Equipment will enhance Search & Rescue's abilities to locate persons in a variety of
different terrains. Drone is equipped with a camera with 30 power zoom and FLIR. 

Search & Rescue – Meadows $10,144  The SLO Sheriff's Search and Rescue Team is in the process of developing a Urban
Search  and  Rescue  (USAR)  unit  within  the  their  team.  This  unit  will  assist  the
community and be available during times of disaster. USAR sidelines requires specific
equipment to acknowledge a USAR team as legitimate.  

Service Awards $1,566 Purchased  36  Service  Pins  from  5  to  30  years  of  service  for  the  Sheriff's  Office
personnel and presented them at the February 28, 2018 Sheriff's Administration Service
Awards Ceremony.

Top 40 Flyers Club $7,110  Balance due on the Sheriff's Office airplane. 

Local Law Enforcement Agencies

Arroyo Grande Police Department 
- Canine Program

$1,200 Purchased three Canine Training Sessions.

Cal Poly Police Department $5,000  The funds were used to the purchase a K9 dog.  Cal Poly State University started their
K9 program approximately 2 years ago. They hired an Officer from another local agency
who transferred the K9 partner and vehicle with the Officer. Cal Poly University now
has two K9s thanks to generous donations from another individual.  The original K9
"Xello" is  now retiring and Cal Poly University PD would like to maintain two K9
Teams. We are asking for SAF's support in purchasing a new K9 dog to take "XeIIo's"
place. 

Local Law Enforcement Support Organizations

Cattleman/Cattlewoman $665 Purchased two Commemorative Belt Buckles which were presented to the Cattleman
and  Cattlewomen  of  the  Year.  Presentation  builds  stronger  working  relationships
between the Sheriff’s Office and our rural community partners.  

Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT)

$1,528 1.  Reimbursement  for  funds  spent  on  Community  Emergency  Response  Training
(CERT) Public Out Reach efforts.  Included are: Yearly Website fee, story boards (2)
construction  materials,  flag/pendant,  and  brochure  printing.    2.  Reimbursement  for
corporation taxes paid by Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) Year 2017.
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Donations Received
Thank you!

Family Day
Smart and Final San Luis Obispo $200
Rebecca’s ice Cream Truck Arroyo Grande $150

General Fund
Richard & Elaine Galusha, AZ $100
     (in memory of Howard Weinberg)
Anonymous Nipomo $1500
Madeleine Shaw Arroyo Grande $200
Hymm Huskey Las Vegas, NV $200
Roberta Parsons Santa Margarita $300

Christmas Bike Give A Way
SLO Bike Club San Luis Obispo $1,000
Alan Mayer Morro Bay $50

Great Program
Anonymous Morro Bay $300
Country Coast Classic Cambria $750
Cambria Community Council Cambria $750

SLOSO K9
Lezlie Labhard Templeton $1,000
Anonymous Nipomo $1,000

Behavioral Health Unit
Dignity Health San Luis Obispo $50,000

Search and Rescue
Tim Meadows Santa Cruz $10,000

New Endowment Fund
Established by The Sheriff's Advisory Foundation

Any money donated to the fund will remain in the fund in perpetuity.  Only the interest generated will be distributed to the General Fund.

You tax-deductible donation will last forever.  If you donated from your IRA, you receive a deduction for the entire amount (up to $100k
per year) and the money withdrawn is never taxed.

Voluntary donation to the Endowment Fund $ __________________
(this donation stays in the fund and only the
interest is transferred to the General account)
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PG&E “Pick a Charity” Event
The Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation attended an employee pick a charity event at the Diablo Canyon Power Plant. Employees pick a charity
and pledge to contribute through their paycheck. Their employees are committed to supporting the communities in which they live and
serve.

New Members
New Member Sponsor
Stacy McLain Morro Bay Danny Samuels
Ronetta Krauter Pismo Beach Sylvia Dodd
Tim Olivas San Luis Obispo Sylvia Dodd
Joe Chufar Avila Beach Randy Arseneau

You know why you are a member of the Sheriff's Advisory Foundation – Now tell a friend to join

Membership dues help provide the needed funds to support our law enforcement agencies throughout San Luis Obispo County. 
The Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation urges you to ask your friends, family members, and business associates to 

make an investment in the future of all our law enforcement agencies in San Luis Obispo County. 
The annual membership fee is $125.00

Applications and contributions should be sent to:
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation, P.O. Box 3752, San Luis Obispo, CA 93403

www.safslo.org - Renee Osborne 805-550-8464 - safslo@yahoo.com
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Officers & Directors
  

IAN PARKINSON 
Sheriff-Coroner 

OFFICERS DIRECTORS

JOSEPH SCHIMANDLE
Chairman

Founding Treasurer 

RENEE SAMANIEGO – OSBORNE
Secretary

Grace Environmental

JOHN MIHAL. C.P.A.
Treasurer

MICHAEL J. MORRIS
Legal Counsel

DANIEL CASHIER, C.P.A.
Executive Director

Foundation Past Chairman
Business Management Consulting

SYLVIA DODD 
Immediate Past Chairperson    
Foundation Past Chairperson

Real Estate Investor

RANDY ARSENEAU
Auctioneer/Sales 

JAMES W. BRABECK
Foundation Past Chairman

Farm Supply Company

RON GERKING
Sheriff's Chaplain

HAL GRIFFIN
Retired

California Men’s Colony

CHUCK HOUCK
Marketing and Media

VIKKI HOUCK
Marketing and Media

J. JOHNSON
Attorney

MARSHAL KLEIN
Retired Businessman

JERRY LENTHALL
Former County Supervisor

KATHLEEN MARTINELLI
Sheriff's Office 

LONNY W. ROLLINS
Hardware/Software Engineer

GIGI SENNA
Disability Expert

WILLIAM SENNA
Insurance Services 

Emeritus Board Membership
BRUCE BREAULT
Foundation Past Chairman
F. McLintocks

JAY A. CONNER
Foundation Past Chairman
Century 21 Hometown Realty

DAWN FOSTER
Founding Secretary

JAMES W. HUNT
Foundation Past Chairman
Dentist

CARROL PRUETT
President (ret.)

THOMAS J. SULLIVAN
Retired

KATCHO ACHADJIAN
Foundation Past Chairman
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Committees  
 

Committee Chair

Annual Fundraiser (May) Renee Osborne
Behavioral Health Unit Sylvia Dodd

Bylaws Michael Morris
Corporate Sponsorships Sylvia Dodd

Donations / Grants Bill Senna
Endowment J. Johnson

Executive Committee Joe Schimandle
Funding Review Dan Cashier

Installation Dinner (July) Kathy Martinelli, co-chair
Sylvia Dodd, co-chair

Investments Dan Cashier
Membership Committee Renee Osborne

Newsletter & Website Dan Cashier
Nominating Committee Dan Cashier

Publicity / Marketing Sylvia Dodd
Risk Management / Audit Dan Cashier, co-chair

Michael Morris, co-chair
Scholarship Joe Schimandle

Sheriff's Family Day Kathy Martinelli, co-chair
Randy Arseneau, co-chair

New Board Member
Welcome Lonny Rollins

Lonny started his product engineering firm, Innovative Concepts, 30 years ago and soon after began
taking classes at Cal Poly where he received a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Engineering (which
combines computer science and electrical engineering).  Since then, he has developed products across
many industries from toys, transportation, and medical devices to flying robots and Federal defense.

Lonny is the father of three.  Luke is in high school, Lea is in junior high, and Ashley is in elementary
school.  You can often hear Lonny say, “Of all the titles I have had, ‘Daddy’ is my favorite”.  His true
love, Belinda, still works for JW Design & Construction where she got her very first job.  Together,
they enjoy raising their kids in the same house that Belinda grew up in.

Prior to an accident eight years ago that put him in a wheelchair, Lonny could be found doing several
extra-curricular activities.  Lonny put more than double the miles on his motorcycle than his truck each
year and was an avid pilot who flew his plane at least three times a week.  He also loved long-distance
running and was close to getting a black belt in Hwa Rang Do, a form of Korean karate.  Today, Lonny
works hard on his physical therapy every day in hopes that he can return to work again someday.  For
now, his back requires him to spend most days prone so he keeps himself busy by using a laptop. 

Lonny believes strongly in volunteerism and hopes his kids will learn its importance by watching him.  As a result, Lonny has found many
causes to give his time.  He even started a high school branch of Rotary’s Interact which has become one of his school’s strongest clubs and
the IEEE Computer Society at Cal Poly.  More recently, he became the founding Executive Director of the San Luis Obispo Regional
CERT program that helps people get training to be prepared for disaster.  Lonny can also be found volunteering for several programs at the
Elks Lodge in San Luis Obispo and for the Sheriff as a lieutenant in the Aero Squadron.
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In Memory of Bill Senna 
Founding Director

The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation members express their sincere heartfelt condolences to his wife, Gigi, and all
of his family members for their sad loss. 

He was a Founding Director of the Foundation, formally Council, which was formed in year 1988 and remained an active Director for the
past 30 years. 

The following is his obituary as printed in The Tribune.       

“Billy” to his family when he was a little boy in El Portal/Hanford. “Bill” to all whose lives he had touched throughout his tour of duty, not
just with the armed forces, but with public and community service.

Childhood in Yosemite was memorable - long bus rides to and from school in Mariposa, treks with friends and fly-fishing with his dad
(who worked for the National Park) along Merced River, periodic forays into abandoned Indian settlements, watching the Fire Fall from
Glacier Point, and the occasional thrill of running from irate mama bears and rattle snakes. On top of all these were the death-defying
“hide-and-seek” games he played at night with other boys - not on foot, but in their cars! Bill boasted he used to know every nook and
cranny of his birthplace and no one could beat him then. His most unforgettable experience was getting saved from drowning in the river
by a young Indian boy his age, who became his friend for life.

As a gangling teenager, Bill weaned himself from the cozy comfort of home to join the US Air Force. After basic training at Lackland Air
Force Base in Texas, he served as an electronic technician with the 93rd Bomb Wing which was based at Castle AFB in Merced, California,
where they pioneered the B-52. All this time, he was already responsible for a family of four; he had married Sherwin Lee Reynolds at the
age of nineteen and had a daughter, Deborah and a son, Kenneth.

Following a series of promotions, Bill landed a trainer’s post, where he instructed technicians on the maintenance procedures for the C-130
aircraft. This skill earned him a special assignment in Turkey, where as a sergeant, he taught Turkish Air Force personnel how to use and
maintain the C-130. “It was a good assignment,” he used to recall, “they treated us well, but all that mutton - there was so much I couldn’t
get used to it. I still haven’t, after all these years.”

After a long stint of 20 years in the military, which brought him to several places (Hawaii being his favorite) he decided it was time for a
career change. He retired as a Master Sergeant from the service, moved to the Central Coast and joined the US Post Office as a clerk. From
there, he diligently moved up the ranks and eventually, was appointed Postmaster for Oceano. It was here where his horizon broadened -
from that of a regular family man and government employee to that of a dedicated public servant. His initiation into community service
was when he ran for and won a position on the Oceano Community Services District Board of Directors. The OCSD is responsible for
services in unincorporated areas like fire protection, water, lighting, parks and recreation and sewer. He served three terms and became
board president.

Finding his niche at the OCSD, Bill decided to leave the Post Office and was eventually named OCSD General Manager. Of this he says,
“Being General Manager was a great job; I learned the importance of fiscal responsibility. The district had a ‘pay-as-you-go’ policy. It kept
our  indebtedness  to  a  minimum and with  cash  reserves  we  were  able  to  find  some good buys  on  fire  engines  and  other  essential
equipment.”

The elected position brought other related responsibilities. He was past president of the Oceano Improvement Association (OIA), a group
that  functioned  much like a  chamber of  commerce.  He was proudest  of  the  fact  that  on  his  watch,  OIA was  a  major  force  in  the
development of the Central Coast Senior Center. Bill was also especially proud of his stint at the Oceano Depot Association, together with
the late Harold Guiton. Other past civic involvements include The Five Cities Men’s Club, the Rotary, the Masonic and Elks Lodges and
the Shriners. Up until his death, he was active with the Five-Cities Optimist Club where he spearheaded international projects that sent
donated books and clothes to indigent school children, and funded feeding programs for malnourished kids of all ages in the Philippines.
He would always say, “I just want to leave this world a little better than when I first came into it…”

Bill’s progression from one career to another helped widen his perspective and his area of concern and deepened his commitment. Through
the years, with all the trials he had undergone and the important decisions he had to make, he transitioned from a shy boy to a confident,
well-rounded personality who could speak effectively to a single toddler or to a crowd of hundreds - an honest man who thought, spoke and
lived service and had others’ welfare first on his list.

In 1994, he learned that the Lucia Mar Unified School District was planning to enact an ordinance that would hit citizens with a special
assessment without allowing for a public vote. He opposed that idea of “taxation without representation” and formed an opposition group,
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whose numbers grew rapidly, which prompted the Lucia Mar Board to reverse its decision to avert public anger. This incident inspired Bill
to run for one of the trustee positions on the board of education. He won and served for better than seven years and retired as president of
the board.

Bill is no stranger to misery and loss. Heaviest on his heart was the death of his son, Ken, at 32. Looking back, he said it triggered more
than a midlife crisis, but it taught him that life had to go on and that we can prop one another up in crisis. In tragedy, the Master Jeweler
created yet another facet in this rock of a personality, in the form of a third career, another mission - he bounced back one year from the
tragedy, determined to be that crutch to people in their times of grief. He opened an insurance office in Arroyo Grande, focusing on the
insurance needs of senior citizens, as he himself was one. He represented a long roster of carriers for health plans, Medicare Supplements,
annuities, auto and homeowner policies. It was the most gratifying and the best job ever for this “people person” who has mastered the
noble deeds of caring and giving. As he put it, “When someone buys a policy from me, he buys into my heart, too, and is assured of the
best service I can render. Our customers are the most important people in this office, we work to serve their needs at all times.”

Bill was again dealt with two major blows - losing his daughter, Debbie in 2009 (from whom he had a grandson Nick Cronin) and his wife
(Sherwin in 2010). This made him more passionate in assisting families cope with terminal illness and death through his involvement with
Lady Family Mortuary. “Thoughtful, thorough, and helpful” is how friends describe him in this field. Having fully recovered from the said
losses, he married and is survived by Geraldine Ruiz Senna, or Gigi to family and friends, with whom he did all his insurance work and
community service.

Truly, like a coveted precious stone, Bill Senna, shone out. He was cut to deal with a wide spectrum of clientele due to his long experience
with different types of individuals, establishments, and situations, as well as his wide range of products and services. He had clarity of
purpose: to help senior citizens like him and their families live worry-free and secure in the fact that they could come to him for assistance
anytime. His was the color of sincerity and the purest of intentions, oftentimes sacrificing personal gain to answer his clients’ needs; he
never hesitated to go the extra mile, or miles for that matter. From any angle, he reflected honest and dedicated service where the client
came first and where they got to grow with him. He radiated the love of life and the love for humanity. Forever, this legacy shall live.
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Special Edition Plaques
The Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation presented very special plaques this year to our generous Sponsors. Their generous support helps keep
our community safe.

These plaques were made through a rehabilitation program at The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office Honor Farm. This rehabilitation
program teaches inmates  real  world skills  through wood working,  laser  engraving,  and embroidery.  The goal  is  to  bring a  sense of
compassion, purpose and pride to the inmates while giving them the ability to be self-sustaining once they are released. This should lessen
the percent of recidivism, making for a safer and more productive member of our community. Our Sponsors generosity also helps us
provide funding to our local law enforcement for training, Search & Rescue, K9 dogs, needed equipment, and many other things. Together
we are “Leading the Way for Public Safety”.

14     



New Gold Sponsor

The Sheriff’s Advisory Foundation would like to thank Red Cross for their generous support to help keep our community safe. Their
generosity helps us fund local law enforcement training, Search & Rescue, K9 dogs, needed equipment, and many other things. Together
we are “Leading the Way for Public Safety”. 
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Thank You Silver Sponsors
Bill Senna Ins. Services

Bill and Gigi Senna

James A. Forester, DDS
Coastal Pediatric Dentistry

Martin Resorts, SLO
Noreen Martin-Hulburd

Rancho Guadalupe
Dick Donati & A.J. Cisney

San Luis Obispo Realty
Monica King Owner/Broker

Thank You Gold Sponsors
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http://www.camesecurityalarms.com/
http://www.sanluisambulance.com/
http://www.pge.com/
http://www.madonnainn.com/


Thank You Gold Sponsors
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http://www.charitysmith.org/christopher-meadows-ems-education-fund/
http://stalwork.com/
http://www.dignityhealth.org/
http://covelop.net/
http://www.zorroscafe.com/
http://www.mullaheyford.com/
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